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Dear friend,   

Before you pack your bag for Rio, please take some time to read the information 
in this kit. Here you will find important information to prepare yourself for your 
participation at World Congress III.   

In this kit, you can read about the World Congress in general and how you can 
participate. You will also learn about the Children and Adolescents Preparatory 
Forum to be held on 24 and 25 November. There is also some important 
information here that you must read to make sure you trip is safe and 
comfortable. In the end, you will find a list of additional materials that you can 
read to get more information.    

Before you leave for Rio, you will get a final Before you leave letter that will give 
you all the trip details. Here you will get final information on travel and stay, along 
with all emergency numbers and practical tips for making your trip to Rio a 
memorable one.   

We hope you find this useful. In case you have any questions or concerns that 
are not answered in this kit you may want to visit: 
http://www.iiicongressomundial.net/ 
or you can contact the organization that is helping you take part in the Congress.  

All the best for your participation in World Congress III         

  

© 2008 Save the Children, UNICEF, ECPAT, EICYAC;  Plan International, World Vision, 
Government of Brazil   

Developed by Save the Children on behalf of Children and Adolescent Participation 
Commission, World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents, 2008  

Written by: Neha Bhandari and Alana Kapell 
Reviewed by: Children and Adolescent Participation Commission 
Graphic Design: Neha Bhandari   

http://www.iiicongressomundial.net/
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Sec t ion 1 

ABOUT THE CONGRESS   

The World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents is a meeting taking place from 25-28 November, 2008. Many 
decision makers from all over the world will come together 
to find ways to stop the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents. Together they will find solutions 
and commit to taking actions, so that all children and 
adolescents can realize their rights to health, safety, 
protection and freedom from harm.  

World Congress III will take place in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil at the RioCentro Conference Centre 

 

the largest 
convention and exhibition centre in South America.    

What is the purpose of World Congress III?  
The overall purpose of the meeting is to make decisions on what has to be done 
to stop sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  

It is also an opportunity for governments, organizations, children and adolescents 
to learn from each other and to see what has already been done to stop sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescent, since the last World Congress 2001.   

What is going to happen during the event?  
The Congress will include workshops, conversation spaces and five 
panels/themes.   

It will be an opportunity to: 

 

Share success stories from around the world and learn about what is working; 

 

Identify new challenges in fighting the sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents; 

 

Make new commitments and promises to stop sexual exploitation; 

 

Find ways to work together and form/strengthen partnerships; 

 

Set goals on what needs to be done and timelines for achieving those goals 
(for example: what has to be done, by whom and by when).  

Who will lead the World Congress III?   
The World Congress will be led by the Government of Brazil and its co-
organizers, who are UNICEF, ECPAT and the NGO Group for the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.  
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The 5 THEMES of the World Congress III  

(To get a better understanding of some of the terms/words below you can, 
download the brochure What Is commercial sexual exploitation of children? 
Definitions for Young People from: 
http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
C.pdf) 
More information is also available in Section 6 of this document.     

There are 5 important themes that will be discussed by participants at the World 
Congress III. Each theme will first be discussed in a panel followed by  
workshops on each theme. (The workshops will allow for discussions, while the 
panels will mainly have presentations about the issue.)    

See World Congress III Agenda below.    

Theme 1 
Existing and new forms of sexual exploitation of children, 
including:  trafficking in children for sexual exploitation, sexual exploitation of 
children and adolescents in prostitution, sexual exploitation of children in travel 
and tourism (for example: adults who travel to sexually exploit children), child 
sexual abusive images (for example child pornography in newspapers or on the 
internet) pedophilia and pornography, internet crimes and new technologies 
(such as sexual exploitation through mobile phones).   

Theme 2 
Legal issues relating to sexual exploitation means having laws that 
make it illegal to sexually abuse and exploit children, and having laws that protect 
children who have been exploited and abused. This theme will also look at how 
to make sure these laws really work in practice.  

Theme 3 
Making Policies work well together across sectors means that 
various government departments at different levels, including the justice system 
and police, are able to work together to end the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents.  

Theme 4 
The Role of Businesses, Banks and Corporations means that the 
private sector is promoting good ways of doing business that helps society and 
helps to end the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  

http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
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Theme 5 
Governments, Organizations and Groups working together at 
the international level means that various agencies working to end the 
sexual exploitation of children and adolescents come together to stop cross-
border crimes (a child being trafficked from one country to another), to share 
information and to follow up on the commitments made at previous World 
Congresses.    

Who will be there? What roles will they have? 

130 government delegations and up to 3000 participants, including child 
adolescent delegates, are expected to attend. 

It is expected that 150 children and adolescents from around the world will attend 
and 150 children and adolescents from Brazil  300 children and adolescents in 
total. 

850 Non governmental organizations from around the world; 1000 
Government/country delegations; 850 government and non government groups 
from Brazil are also expected to attend.    

Government Representatives 
Government representatives are usually the highest ranking representatives 
attending the Congress.   

During the Congress each country will present a report that highlights their work, 
challenges and successes in addressing the issue of commercial sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents. Presentations are expected to be about 
10 minutes long.  

Government representatives will also participate as expert panelists in thematic 
roundtables, working groups, workshops, panels and drafting committees (in 
other words; committees that will write suggestions and recommendations on 
how to stop sexual exploitation).  

 

WHAT IS SEXUAL EXPLOITATION?   

Sexual exploitation of children and adolescents means 
mistreating, abusing and/or taking advantage of a child or 
adolescent for personal gains, by involving them in sex work or 
other sexual activities which are illegal or inappropriate. 
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Non Governmental Organizations  
These participants may be part of the official delegations of government or 
participate independently. They are encouraged to play an active role as expert 
panelists in thematic roundtables, working groups, drafting committee, 
workshops and panels, media contacts and more.  

Children and Adolescents 
Children and adolescents have been invited to the World Congress to take part 
as experts on the issue. Children will actively participate as panelists to talk 
about sexual exploitation in the five thematic panel discussions, workshops and 
roundtable discussions. They will also participate in the drafting committee (a 
group that will write suggestions and recommendations on how to stop sexual 
exploitation) and they will take part in the official Congress press conferences 
and other media interactions. There will be other events such as exhibits and 
cultural programs and children will have their own Adolescent Space

 

which will 
be open during the Congress (see section 2 for more details).  

See Section 2 (below) for more information on the opportunities for 
children s and adolescent s participation during the Congress.  

What will the Congress result in? 
The Congress will result in an Outcome Document where the things discussed 
and promised during the World Congress and during country/regional 
preparatory processes will be written. It is expected that all governments and 
agencies at the meeting will follow up on the things written in the outcome 
document. Children and adolescents will have the opportunity to have a say 
when this document is being written.   

See Section 2 (below) for more information.     
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WORLD CONGRESS III  AGENDA  

25-28 November 2008 
RioCentro Conference Centre  

To prepare children and adolescents for the World Congress, a special 
meeting called the Children s and Adolescent s Preparatory Forum will be 
held on 24 and 25 November.   
Please see Section 3 (below) for more details.  

During the Congress, buses will travel between the Barra Hotel where children, 
adolescents, their chaperones and the adolescent support team (facilitators and 
child protection team etc) will be staying and the Rio Centro where the Congress 
will take place. During the Congress, breakfast will be taken each day at the 
Barra Hotel. Lunch and Dinner will be taken at the Rio Centro Convention 
Center. 

25 November, 2008   

19:00   Opening ceremony   

26 November, 2008  

9:00   Panel/Theme 1 
Existing and new forms of sexual exploitation of children   

11:00   Press Conference  

11:00 - 12:30  Workshops 
(there will be 19 different workshops for participants to choose from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Dialogues  
1. Governmental Dialogs  
2. First Ladies Dialogs   

14:30   Panel/Theme 2 
Legal issues relating to sexual exploitation  

16:30 - 18:00 Workshops 
(there will be 16 different workshops for participants to choose from)  

16:30 - 18:00 Dialogues 
3. Governmental Dialogs  
4. Researchers Dialogues 
5. Journalists Dialogues  
6. Religious Community Dialogs 
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27 November, 2008  

9:00   Panel/theme 3:  
Making Policies work well together across Sectors  

11:00 - 12:30 Workshops 
(there will be 20 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Governmental Dialogues   

14:30   Panel/theme 4:  
The Role of Businesses, Banks and Corporations    

16:30 - 18:00 Workshops 
(there will be 18 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

16:30 - 18:00 Dialogues 
8. Governmental Dialogues 
9. Public Administrators Dialogues  
10. Parliamentarians Dialogues    

28 November, 2008  

9:00 Panel/theme 5:  
Governments, Organizations and Groups working together at 
the international level    

11:00 - 12:30 Workshops 
(there will be 14 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Dialogues:  
11. Governmental Dialogues 
12. Ombudspersons Dialogues 
13. Business people s Dialogues  
14. Dialogues of legal system operators (judges, prosecutors, 
public defenders and attorneys) 
15. Dialogues of police forces   

14:00 Press Conference  

15:00

 

Closing ceremony of World Congress III
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

World Congress I 
(1996, Stockholm, Sweden)  

For the first time leaders, 
governments, United Nations 
agencies, Non Governmental 
Organizations and young people 
came together for a global 
meeting on the sexual exploitation 
of children. 122 countries agreed 
to change relevant laws, policies, 
programmes and practices to stop 
the commercial sexual exploitation 

of children and adolescents in all its forms, while protecting the rights of child 
victims and not further harming them. Governments also committed themselves 
to actively involve children and adolescents in this process. This commitment is 
part of what is called the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action 
(1996).   

In the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action to end the commercial 
sexual exploitation of children, 122 countries promised to focus on:  

 

Coordination and cooperation at regional and international levels, 

 

Giving education and information to girls and boys, their families and society 
to prevent commercial sexual exploitation of children,  

 

Make new laws and strengthen old ones, if they exist, to protect children, 

 

Help child victims and their families to recover and help them to live safely 
and comfortably again in their communities, 

 

Participation of children, including child victims, young people, their families, 
peers, and others who are potential helpers of children. 

The Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action can be downloaded from 
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/
Stockholm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf   

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

The First World Congress was 
held in Stockholm, Sweden in 

1996. The Second World 
Congress was held in 

Yokohama, Japan, in 2001.  

 

17 young people participated in World Congress I. This was the 
first time young people were invited to participate in this type of 
global meeting together with governments, Non Governmental 
Organizations and UN agencies.  

 

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/
Stockholm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf
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The World Congress II  
(Yokohama, Japan in 2001)  

Governments, United Nations agencies, Non Governmental Organizations and 
other organisations reviewed what had been done since the first meeting in 1996. 
In this second meeting, 161 countries committed to the Stockholm Declaration 
and Agenda for Action. Children s and adolescent s voices came out very 
strongly at the World Congress II and concluded with young people coming up 
with their own Declaration and the Yokohama Youth Appeal.   

The Yokohama Youth Appeal can be downloaded from  
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_document
s/Young%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf         

Mid-Term Reviews in 2004-2005 
Mid Term Reviews were held in each region throughout 2004 and 2005. Mid 
Term Reviews help us see what has happened since World Congress I and 
World Congress II in Stockholm and Yokohama. Governments, Non 
Governmental Organizations and young people participated in these reviews.   

Regional and Thematic Meetings 
Leading up to the World Congress III, there have been a series of regional and 
thematic meetings, full details can be downloaded from: 
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/regional.php  

Go to Section 6 to see how you can get more details on the regional and 
thematic meetings.  

Nearly 100 young people participated in the World Congress II, 
including, for the first time, young survivors of commercial sexual 
exploitation.  They played an active role. 

Why is it important to organize World Congresses against the sexual 
exploitation of children?  

 

World Congresses are important events that draw international 
attention to the serious issue of sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents.   

 

These important global events, through their preparation 
processes at national, regional and international levels create a 
worldwide movement against the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents.  

 

World Congresses help governments and the rest of the society in 
becoming more responsible in addressing the sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents. 

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_document
s/Young%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/regional.php
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Sec t ion 2 

OPPORTUNTITIES  
FOR CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS   

HOW CAN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENT PARTICIPATE DURING THE 
CONGRESS?   

What children and adolescents have to share on the issue of sexual exploitation 
is very important for this meeting. It will affect the discussions and the end result 
of the meeting.   

Children s and adolescent s views and their suggestions will be included in 
important preparation papers as well as the outcome document of World 
Congress III.   

As in past World Congresses, children and adolescents will be active participants 
in the meeting. In a special meeting called the Children and Adolescent s 
Preparatory Forum to be held on 24 and 25 November, children and adolescents 
will be helped to prepare and to select representatives for the following 
opportunities:    

Workshops and Panels 
Throughout the Congress there will be over 80 different workshops and five 
panel/thematic discussions. Each one will focus on a different issue or topic 
related to the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. Children and 
adolescents may lead some of these workshops; they may make presentations 
during the workshop or they may be participants during the workshops.  

Opening Session 
The Opening Session of the Congress will take place on November 25, 2008 at 
1900h. There will be the opportunity for one boy and one girl to speak during this 
Opening Session. Other children and adolescents will be invited as participants.   

Closing Session 
Scheduled for November 28, 15 00h, the Closing Session will also be an 
opportunity for one girl and one boy to make a closing speech to the Congress. 
Other children and adolescents will be invited as participants.  
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Outcome Document 
All of the promises and future plans discussed during the World Congress will be 
outlined in the Outcome Document . The views and opinions of children and 
adolescents will help to shape this document. But there will also be an 
opportunity for one boy and one girl (along with some adults) to support the 
drafting of this document 

 
known as the drafting committee .  

Media and Press Conferences 
Throughout the Congress there will be opportunities to engage with the Media 
and to participate in press conferences. There will be one during both the 
opening and closing sessions of the Congress. One adolescent will be selected 
to participate in the opening press conference and one in the closing press 
conference.  

Adolescent Space 
This is a physical space which is being created to help children and adolescents 
share information, plan their activities and organize their participation in the 
Congress. The environment will be an opportunity to share, display and view 
items made by young people such as posters, news reports, videos, audios, 
music, drawings, publications, graffiti and so on.   

While you are in Brazil, the Adolescent space will provide access to the internet 
and different kinds of equipment and various workshops will be provided (for 
example: training on making videos; using the radio; photography; websites and 
more). There will also be places to express yourself through art or to find time to 
relax and play games.  

More information about the adolescent space and the workshops that will be 
provided will be available when you arrive in Rio.  

Side Events 
Children and adolescents will have the opportunity to participate in various side 
events, including exhibits, cultural programmes and recreational outings.   

Follow Up 
Children and adolescents will be able to use the Adolescent Space (described 
above) to help shape their involvement in what happens after the Congress.   
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ONLINE PARTICIPATION  

Online Consultation Tool and Web Platform 
Children and adolescents can share their views on the preparations for the World 
Congress and its themes, by going to:  
http://www.ecpat.net/World_Congress/congress/youth_consult.php   

StopX.org: the adolescent and young people's online interactive website

 

This is an online interactive website for young activists who are concerned about 
the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  

The site allows young activists to network, download resources, work together and 
showcase their work.   

Members will be involved in producing and sharing information about their 
advocacy and awareness-raising work in the lead-up to the Congress. After the 
Congress, the focus will be on expanding the site further as a permanent online 
youth community.  

As the platform is nearing completion, the Brazilian NGO Viracao has created a 
temporary blog where you can find articles by young people and media being 
developed around the theme of sexual exploitation.  Once www.stopx.org 
launches, it will replace the blog site, and Viracao's effort will become an important 
part of the online platform.  

Please see the next page for more details. 

http://www.ecpat.net/World_Congress/congress/youth_consult.php
http://www.stopx.org
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How have children and adolescents already been involved?   

Children and adolescents in some regions have organized events to raise 
awareness about sexual exploitation and to promote the World Congress III. 
Within many countries and regions, governments and agencies have organized 
national and regional consultations on the issue of sexual exploitation and have 
used these as a platform for the selection of children and adolescents to attend 
the World Congress III. What children recommended during these meetings will 
also be taken into consideration in the outcome document.  

National meetings: In these meetings children and adolescents have explored 
the issues that are relevant to their particular country. These meetings were not 
held in every country. For more information go to: 
www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII, www.csecworldcongress.org/  

Regional Meetings: In these meetings children and adolescents were able to 
discuss issues which are most important in their particular region and come up 
with suggestions to end sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  
For more information go to: www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII,  
www.csecworldcongress.org/  

Thematic Meetings: There have been special meetings on the five themes of 
the World Congress.  Children and adolescents have taken part in some of these 
meetings.  

World Congresses I and II: Children and adolescents played an important role 
in past World Congresses, in 1996 and 2001. Please see Sections 1 and 6 for 
more details.  

Building on these experiences and accomplishments, the World Congress III is 
preparing for children and adolescent participation in a significant way. A greater 
number of children and adolescents than ever before will participate as experts, 
bringing their knowledge of the subject and examples of how to promote the 
participation of children to end sexual exploitation.   

AFTER THE CONGRESS   
All of the organizers understand that it is important to also focus on what 
happens after the Congress. Children and adolescents will help shape the 
follow up efforts and identify ways of ensuring the work does not end in 
Rio. All Congress participants will be looking to the future and helping to 
identify ways of moving forward. Children and adolescents who attend the 
Congress need to also share their experiences and the decisions/promises 
made with other children and adolescents back home, so that they can 
follow up with organizations and governments to make sure they do what 
they have promised. 

http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/
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Sec t ion 3 

CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
PREPARATORY FORUM    

What is the Children s and Adolescent s Preparatory Forum? 
This is a special meeting for children and adolescents who will participate at the 
World Congress III. It will take place right before the World Congress from 24th-
25th November.   

What is the purpose of the meeting? 
The main purpose of the meeting is to prepare children and adolescents for the 
World Congress III, its side events and important media opportunities. The 
meeting will help children and adolescents to understand more about the 
Congress, its themes and its structure, so that they can effectively participate and 
decide upon their final suggestions to make at the Congress. The idea of the 
meeting is also for children and adolescents to learn more about Brazil, to 
connect with one another and learn about other cultures and backgrounds.   

Where will it take place? 
The meeting will take place on 24 and 25 November 2008 at the Hotel Windsor in 
the neighborhood of Barra in Rio, Brazil. 
More information about the Preparatory Forum and your stay in Rio will be 
made available to you in a separate communication before you leave for 
Rio.  

What will happen during the meeting? 
During the meeting, children and adolescents will be given a background to the 
World Congress and its five themes. They will be helped to understand the many 
and different ways they can participate during the World Congress, such as in 
panels, discussions, workshops, drafting committees and opening and closing 
ceremonies. Children and adolescents will develop a method to select/elect 
among them those participants who will speak on their behalf in these places. 
They will also together draft recommendations and suggestions that they would 
like to present to the governments and agencies at the World Congress.   

Children and adolescents who would like to interact with the media will be helped 
to prepare for it.  All participants will learn how to use the Adolescent Space to 
share their voices and concerns.   

Above all, this meeting will give children and adolescents a chance to understand 
each other s cultures and backgrounds and make friends from different parts of 
the world.  
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During this meeting, you will also be introduced to the 80 workshops and 5 
panels that will take place during the World Congress III. A list of the workshops 
and panels will be provided so that you can think about which ones you want to 
attend. Guidance on how to participate in and contribute to these workshops will 
also be provided when you are in Rio during the Preparatory Forum.  

Who will take part in the Preparatory Forum?  

Children and adolescents 
Around 300 children and adolescents will participate in this meeting. Of those, 
about 150 children and adolescents will come from Brazil and about 150 children 
and adolescents will come from other countries and regions of the world.  

These children and adolescents have been selected through various regional, 
national and thematic meetings that were held in Africa, East Asia and the 
Pacific, Europe and Central Asia, Latin America & the Caribbean, North America 
and South Asia.     

Accompanying adults  
All children will be accompanied by adults, who will be responsible for their 
safety, wellbeing and effective participation at the World Congress.   

Facilitators 
A group of adult and young facilitators will guide the children and adolescents 
during the preparatory forum for their effective participation in the World 
Congress.   

There will also be other adults in the meeting such as translators, documenters 
and observers.    
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THIS IS THE SUGGESTED AGENDA FOR THE CHILDREN AND 
ADOLESCENT PREPARATORY FORUM  

DAY 1: 24 November 2008  

9.00 to 11.00 Participants will be welcomed to Rio and to World Congress 
III  

Children and adolescents will get to know each other, and 
will greet each other as they do in their country  

Children and adolescents will share their expectations from 
this meeting. Important rules for the meeting will be formed. 
Everyone will be told about how to keep children and 
adolescents safe during and after the World Congress  

11.00 to 11.20  Refreshment Break   

11.20 to 13.00  Children and adolescents will form Working Groups such 
as Cultural, Evaluation, Drafting, Follow-up, Media, 
Adolescent Communication and so on.   

13.00 to 14.00  Lunch Break  

14.00 to 15.30   Children and adolescents will get to know the background 
to the World Congress, what happened in previous World 
Congresses, who participated, including how children and 
adolescents participated earlier and so on. They will also 
learn what will happen during the World Congress III.  

In groups made of one common language, children and 
adolescents will get an introduction to the five themes for 
World Congress III.   

15.30 to 15.50  Refreshment Break   

15.50 to 17.00  Introduction to the five themes will continue   

Children and adolescents will be briefed on the Adolescent 
Workspace   

Working groups formed earlier during the day, will get to 
meet each other, form roles and responsibilities and make 
their plans.     

End of Day 1 
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9.00 to 11.00 

DAY 2: 25 November 2008  

Children and adolescents will run through important things 
that happened in Day 1   

In groups, children and adolescents will work on the five 
themes. In this work they will refer to suggestions made by 
children and adolescents in regional and thematic 
meetings. They will finally discuss and agree on 3-4 
recommendations for World Congress III.  

1 child/adolescent will be selected for each of the 5 theme 
panels  

11.00 to 11.20  Refreshment Break  

11.20 to 13.00 Agreement will be made on overall children and adolescent 
recommendations   

13.00 to 14.00  Lunch Break  

14.00 to 15.30   In groups, children and adolescents will prepare for 
opportunities to influence World Congress III, such as in,  

 

Opening ceremony  

 

Panels 

 

Workshops 

 

Drafting Committee 

 

Closing ceremony 

 

Opening and closing press conference   

Some children and adolescents will be selected to 
represent all the others, at these places.   

15.30 to 15.50  Refreshment Break   

15.50 to 17.00  Preparation for the communication platform for children and 
adolescents at the World Congress III  

Planning follow up to World Congress III in regional groups  

Children and adolescents will evaluate their participation at 
World Congress. (A detailed evaluation will take place on 
the 28 November.)   

Children and adolescents participate in the formal 
inauguration of World Congress III   

End of Day 2 
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A list of names and contact information of members of the Child Protection 
Team who can be contacted for any emergency, during the World Congress 
will be given to you before you leave for Rio.  

These numbers will also be written in the emergency information card that 
you will get when you arrive in Rio.  

Remember your accompanying adult or chaperone is the person who has 
overall responsibility for your safety, before, during and after your 
participation at the World Congress. 

Sec t ion 4 
MAKING SURE YOUR PARTICIPATION IS 

SAFE AND COMFORTABLE    

For general information about Brazil, please see Section 5.  

 

To make sure you have a safe and comfortable trip to the World Congress, 
and that you are protected from harm before, during and after your 
participation at the World Congress, we have put important safety rules 
and procedures in place. You will also get two forms that you MUST fill in 
before you leave your country.  

 

The organization supporting your participation in the Congress will give 
you copies of these important documents.   

  

IMPORTANT FORMS TO SIGN   

This is a checklist of forms that must be filled before you leave for Rio. 
Put a tick mark against the forms, once they have been filled in.    

 

Travel Registration Form 
This form needs to be filled out by children/adolescents and their accompanying 
adults, to help us make travel bookings and arrangements properly.    

 

Parent/Care giver Consent and Medical History Forms  

There are three forms here. In the first form, your parent or care giver gives their 
consent to your participation at the World Congress. In the second form, you give 
your consent to participate at the World Congress. In the third form, you and your 
accompanying adult must tell us about your medical history.           

Below is a special message for you from the child protection team: 

   



 

23

      
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHILD PROTECTION TEAM  

We want to make sure that you are safe, and stay safe, so that you can participate fully in 
the Congress and have an enjoyable trip to Rio. Staying safe relates not only to your 
physical safety, but also how you feel. There will be many people to help with this.  

Once you arrive in Rio (during the preparatory meeting if not before) we will talk with you 
and your chaperones about child protection 

 

what we are doing to keep you safe, and 
what you can do to keep yourself safe.  We will also talk to you about what to do if 
something happens, and how you can let us know if you are worried about another child 
or young person, or something an adult is doing.  

The main person responsible for your safety is your chaperone. Guidelines will be sent to 
chaperones, but it is a good idea for you to go through them with your chaperone so that 
you know what they say. In general, the most important thing to remember is that you 
should keep with your chaperone or let them know where you are going so they can agree 
with you if it is safe.  This is especially important on the journey to Rio, and back home, 
and when you are at outside sessions at the Congress. In addition to your chaperones, the 
facilitators will also be there to support you and help with any problems.  

Another group of people that you will meet at the Congress is the Child Protection Team. 
This is a group of people who will be there specifically to make sure that everyone is OK. 
Someone from the Child Protection Team will be on call 24 hours a day, and you will see 
us in many of the sessions and events. All the members of the Child Protection Team are 
staying at the same hotel as you. We will be happy to talk with you in person about any 
concerns you have.    

The Child Protection Team includes the following people:  

Rasa from Plan International 
Mary Ellen from World Vision International 
Tom from ECPAT International 
Apple from Save the Children 
Stephi from ECPAT International 
Neide from ECPAT Brazil  

There will also be someone from UNICEF on the team. You can talk to anyone from the 
Child Protection Team.   

What you say to us will be kept confidential unless we feel that it is something so serious 
that other people need to know. However, we will not speak with anyone else without 
telling you first. We will also talk through with you, and get your opinions, on what needs 
to happen in order to make things better.  

Apart from speaking to us in person, you will be able to reach us by phone, or by leaving a 
message for us in one of the boxes (which will be clearly marked).    

See you in Rio! 
The Child Protection Team 
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Sec t ion 5 

TRIP DETAILS    

Before you leave for Rio, you will get a final Before you leave letter that 
will give you all the trip details. Here you will get final information on travel 
and stay, along with all emergency numbers and practical tips for making 
your trip to Rio a memorable one.   

Until you receive this letter, read this section to get an overview of your trip 
to Rio.    

HOW TO PREPARE  

All children and adolescents participating in the World Congress have some 
experience, expertise and understanding of the issue of sexual exploitation. For 
that reason, the hardest part of your preparation is already complete. The 
Congress will provide you with the opportunity to learn more about the issue, to 
hear about what is happening in other parts of the world and to share your own 
expertise and views.  

There are a few things you can do to further prepare yourself for the World 
Congress. Before you arrive in Rio you should:  

 

Review this document in detail. 

 

Review any national and/or regional consultations with children in your area. 

 

Send in all needed forms, as reviewed in Section 4. 

 

Visit the Congress website and other links provided throughout this 
document. 

 

Read the following questions to understand what kind of discussions will take 
place during the preparatory forum. You should take part in these discussions 
only if you wish to. Remember, you don t need to answer these questions 
right now.  
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What are some of the most effective and creative ways to raise awareness 
against sexual exploitation and protect boys and girls in your country or 
region? 

 
Or, what are the best ways to inform children and adults about sexual 
exploitation of children?  

 

How can children and adolescents be better protected by adults? What can 
children and adolescents do themselves? 

 

Have boys and girls in your country or region been asked how the laws can 
be improved to better protect children from sexual exploitation? If yes, 
what have they said? 

 

What recommendations/changes would you or children in your country 
make to these laws? 

 

Do the laws in your country do enough to protect victims of sexual 
exploitation without hurting them more? And if not, what more should be 
done to improve this situation? 

 

How well do the schools, governments, the private sector and NGOs work 
together? How do you suggest that they can work better together? 

 

Think about some examples from your country or region where schools, 
governments, the private sector and NGOs are doing a good job of working 
together against sexual exploitation of children? 

 

Do these groups listen and actively involve young people in your country 
or region? How can these groups better involve children in the process? 
Think about some examples. 

 

Do the businesses or industries in your country or region have a 
programme against sexual exploitation of children? If yes, think about how 
youth participated, and what were some of the results and lessons learned. 

 

What can the hotels and tourist companies do to prevent and stop tourists 
from sexually exploiting children? What can communities, children and 
adolescents do?  
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WHAT SHOULD YOU BRING?  

Enough clothes for your visit. 
Casual dressing is great 

 
don t worry about getting too dressed up  jeans, t-

shirts, pants, skirts etc. whatever you wear to school or on weekends will work.   
If you would like to bring something that reflects your 
country/culture, please do so.  

The days are likely to be quite warm but there will be 
a chance of rain.    

Personal Items 
Don t forget a toothbrush and toothpaste. You may also want to bring soap and 
shampoo and a hairbrush.  

A bag to carry things in (daily notebooks, pens, 
papers etc.)   

Bring some information about the work you have done 
to address the issue of sexual exploitation. Do you 
have a report you wrote, pictures of an event in your 
community, t-shirts, flyers, books, magazines and 
other materials that might be interesting. Anything will 
do  bring them so you can share them.    

ABOUT BRAZIL AND RIO DE JANEIRO  

Accommodation 
All children and adolescents will stay at the Hotel Windsor in 
the neighbourhood of Barra in Rio de Janeiro.  

Getting Around 
There will be a welcome committee at the airport and at the 
hotel and transportation between the airport and hotel will 
take place every 3 hours.  

When you arrive at Rio airport, look for the desk with the Congress logo. If your 
flight is re-routed, seriously delayed or if there are other problems on your way to 
Rio, go to the information desk at the airport where you land and ask them to call 
the Rio Airport Information desk where our team will be.  

A special Rio sightseeing trip is also being arranged for you on 23rd 

November.  
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Congress Location 
The World Congress III will take place at the RIOCENTRO Conference Centre: 
http://www.riocentro.com.br/  

The Riocentro is located in Barra da Tijuca, an expanding neighbourhood, with 
large shopping malls, restaurants and beaches. Several routes provide direct 
access to the Centre from many points in the city.   

Main distances:  
International Airport - Riocentro: 40 minutes  
Santos Dumont Airport - Riocentro: 35 minutes  
Jacarepaguá Airport - Riocentro: 8 minutes  

During the Congress, buses will travel between the Barra Hotel and the Rio 
Centro. Breakfast will be taken at the Barra Hotel. Lunch and Dinner will be taken 
at the Rio Centro Convention Center. 

Currency  
The Brazilian currency is the Real (R$); there are 100 centavos in one Real. 
Coins issued by the government are either bronze for 1 centavo, silver for 5, 10, 
25 and 50 centavos and a nickel and bronze coin for R$1. R$1, R$2, R$5, R$10, 
R$20 R$50 and R$100 are the denominations of the notes.  

Banks and exchange bureaus charge a commission on exchange transactions, 
which the visitor should check beforehand. Money changers are obliged by law to 
display net rates of exchange. Receipt notes must be issued by law; it is 
advisable to keep these until after leaving the country. 

Weather and Climate 
Rio de Janeiro has a typical tropical climate, so expect some rain and humidity. 
Summer (December to March) is hot, with temperatures ranging from 25°C 
(77°F) to a scorching 40°C (104°F). It can also be quite muggy; there are more 
rain showers in summer than at other times, but they rarely last long. Winter 
temperatures range from around 20°C (68°F) to 30°C (86°F). 

Safety and Security  
As in any city, the key to an uneventful stay is to be aware of your surroundings 
and to limit the number of items such as passport, cash and valuables you carry 
on you.  The Rio de Janeiro military police and the municipal guard corps have 
stations and reporting centers and your hotel front desk should always be 
available for guidance and assistance.  

A security desk will be available at the Hotel and the Riocentro during the 
Congress.   

http://www.riocentro.com.br/
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Health Issues 
Yellow Fever - People coming from endemic areas or who have recently traveled 
in endemic areas have to present their Yellow Fever vaccine certification when 
they arrive in Brazil.  Countries include:  

Angola, Argentina, Benin, Bolivia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Colombia, Congo, Côte d Ivoire, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ecuador, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, French Guiana, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,  Guinea-
Bissau, Guyana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Suriname, Tanzania, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, Venezuela or Zambia.  

Also, if you plan on visiting any of the following states or regions in Brazil, a 
Yellow Fever vaccine is advised (Rio is not included in this list):  

Acre, Amapá, Amazonas, Federal District, Goiás, Maranhão, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, 
Minas Gerais, Pará, Rondônia, Roraima, Tocantins,  south of Piauí, west and south of Bahia, 
north of Espírito Santo, northwest of São Paulo, west of Paraná, west of Santa Catarina and west 
of Rio Grande do Sul.  

You must get the yellow fever vaccination 10 days before you travel.   

Visas 
People from different counties may require a visa to enter Brazil. Please visit 
your local consulate to find out if you require a visa. Or visit: 
http://www.brasil.gov.br/ingles/visiting_brazil/.   

Your passport should be valid for at least another six months after your date of 
entry into Brazil.  

Language  
Portuguese is the official national language, and thus the primary language 
taught in schools. But English and Spanish are also part of the official high 
school curriculum.  

Helpful Portuguese phrases:  

English   Portuguese  

Good morning  Bom dia! 
Good afternoon  Boa tarde! 
Good evening  Boa noite! 
How are you?  Como vai? 
Hi    Oi 
Good bye   Até logo! 
Yes    Sim 
No    Não 

http://www.brasil.gov.br/ingles/visiting_brazil/
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Thank you   Obrigado/Obrigada 
You are welcome  De nada 
Sorry    Desculpe 
Please    Por Favor 
My name is

  
Meu nome é .... 

What is your name?  Como é seu nome? 
Where are you from? De onde você é? 
Where is the toilet?  Onde é o banheiro? 
How much is it?  Quanto custa isto? 
I don t know.   Não sei.   

For more information about Brazil or Rio, please visit: 

http://www.riodejaneiro-turismo.com.br/pt/ 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/brazil/rio-de-janeiro/

http://www.riodejaneiro-turismo.com.br/pt/
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/brazil/rio-de-janeiro/
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Sec t ion 6 

USEFUL INFORMATION    

NEED MORE INFORMATION? LOOK NO FURTHER.    

Need more information to prepare yourself for the Preparatory Forum and the 
World Congress? Look no further. Here you will find a list of things you can read 
to get ready for Rio.   

The material is divided into the following sections:   

MORE ABOUT THE WORLD CONGRESS  
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS  
LEARN ABOUT THE UN STUDY ON VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN   

In these sections, you will find names and a small description of important reports 
and books that have been written especially for you. There are also names of a 
few reports that have been written for adults. If some of these reports are difficult 
for you to understand, don t worry, you can always ask an adult to help you.    

There is also a list of websites that you might want to check out before you come 
to Rio.  

You can download all these books and reports from http://www.stopx.org 
If materials are available on other websites as well, those links are also 
mentioned here.     

MORE ABOUT THE WORLD CONGRESS  

THEME PAPERS FOR THE WORLD CONGRESS  
(for children and adolescents)   

As you already know, there are five themes that will be discussed at the World 
Congress. These are as follows:   

   

http://www.stopx.org
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Theme 1:  Existing and New Forms of Sexual Exploitation of Children  
Theme 2: Legal Issues relating to Sexual Exploitation  
Theme 3:  Making policies work well together across different sectors - such  

as the police and the justice system 
Theme 4:  The Role of Businesses, Banks and Corporations 
Theme 5:  Governments, organizations and groups working together at the  

international level (for example: cross border crimes)  

Each theme paper has been prepared in child friendly language and will give you 
a background to the problem. It will explain the work that is already being done in 
that area and also what needs to be done to make the situation better. You will 
also get ideas of solutions that are possible.  

REGIONAL PREPATORY FORUMS OUTCOME SUMMARIES  
(by children and adolescents)  

Children and adolescents across of the world have been chosen by their peers in 
regional meetings to take part in the World Congress. These meetings took place 
in five regions of the world. These regions are Africa, East Asia and Pacific, 
Europe and Central Asia, Latin America & the Caribbean and South Asia. A 
thematic meeting also took place in North America, where children and 
adolescents actively participated. In all these regional and thematic meetings, 
children and adolescents gave many suggestions to end sexual exploitation of 
children. Read what we call the outcome summaries that are available from 
some of the regions to know what children and adolescents said in each of these 
meetings.   

OUTCOME PAPERS FROM WORLD CONGRESS I & WORLD CONGRESS II  

The first World Congress was held in Sweden in 1996. The second World 
Congress was held in Yokohama, Japan in 2001. In both these meetings, many 
things were suggested to end sexual exploitation of children. Governments, 
organizations and corporations agreed to follow many promises. The outcome 
paper for World Congress I is known as Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for 
Action . You can download it here  
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/Stock
holm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf  

The outcome paper for World Congress II is known as Yokohama Global 
Commitment . You can download it here 
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_documents/YO
KOHAMA%20GLOBAL%20COMMITMENT%202001_EN.pdf  

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/Stock
holm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_documents/YO
KOHAMA%20GLOBAL%20COMMITMENT%202001_EN.pdf
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YOKOHAMA YOUTH APPEAL 
Nearly 100 young people participated in the World Congress II at Yokohama, 
Japan. Together they developed the Final appeal of children and young people 
to governments and agencies. You can read about their suggestions to end 
commercial sexual exploitation of children here:  
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_documents/You
ng%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf  

WHAT IS COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN? 
DEFINITIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE   

This brochure explains some of the main words we use when we talk about the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children such as child prostitution, child 
trafficking, child pornography among others.  
You can download this brochure here:  
http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
C.pdf   

TRAFFICKING IN CHILDREN IN SOUTH ASIA, SUMMARY REPORT  
(for children and adolescents)   

This is a summary of a study on child trafficking in South Asia. This report looks 
at laws and government systems for protecting children from trafficking in South 
Asia. Here you can read examples and stories of actions to support children and 
prevent trafficking. You will also find here recommendations and suggestions for 
addressing child trafficking in South Asia, and in general.  

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS   
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  
(for children and adolescents)  

Rights" are things every child should have or be able to do. All children have the 
same rights. These rights are listed in the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child or UNCRC. Almost every country has agreed to these rights. 
All the rights are connected to each other, and all are equally important. Read the 
UNCRC to know your rights.  
You can download the English version of the summary of the UNCRC here:  
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/pdfs/NCD-poster_e.pdf  

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE 
CHILD ON THE SALE OF CHILDREN, CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD 
PORNOGRAPHY, 2000  
(for children and adolescents) 

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_documents/You
ng%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf
http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/pdfs/NCD-poster_e.pdf
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This Optional Protocol is a legal document that builds upon the UNCRC. This 
protocol says that governments must protect the rights of child victims of 
trafficking, child prostitution and child pornography, child labour and especially 
the worst forms of child labour. The idea of the protocol is to get countries to 
come together to stop these crimes and punish criminals who are responsible for 
this.  

There is an information kit available on this, along with a story book. 

PROTOCOL TO PREVENT, SUPPRESS AND PUNISH TRAFFICKING IN 
PERSONS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SUPPLEMENTING THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED 
CRIME, 2000  
(for children and adolescents)  

This protocol or legal document says that governments should prevent and work 
to end trafficking in persons. They should protect and help victims of trafficking. It 
also says that governments of different countries should work together to do this. 
This protocol is also called the Palermo Protocol. 

There is an information kit available on this, along with a story book. 

IT S ABOUT ABILITY : CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES   
(for children and adolescents)   

This book helps children and adolescents, with and without disabilities, to know 
about the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Convention 
is a legal document that lists the rights of adults and children with disabilities and 
sets up rules to make sure people with disabilities get their rights. You can also 
download this book here:  
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=17297&flag=report  

UNITED NATIONS GUIDELINES ON JUSTICE IN MATTERS INVOLVING 
CHILD VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME  
(for children and adolescents)   

These guidelines were created to help make sure that children who have been 
harmed by crime and children who have seen others harmed are protected and 
treated fairly when they say what happened to them in a court of law. The 
document will also helps to protect children when they talk to the police, lawyers, 
social workers and anyone else they meet before and after they go to court.  

You can download this book here 
http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoID=12864  

http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=17297&flag=report
http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoID=12864
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A WORLD FIT FOR CHILDREN, PLUS FIVE, OUTCOME DOCUMENT  
(for children and adolescents)   

During the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Children in 
2002, an outcome document called A World Fit for Children was released. This 
document listed ways in which children s rights could be achieved. Five years 
after that report, world leaders came together again in 2007 to see how children s 
rights have advanced since then and what can be done to further improve the 
situation.   

LEARN ABOUT THE UN STUDY ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN   

THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL S STUDY ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN: ADAPTED FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE  

This book gives background information on the UN Study and on the issues of 
violence against children. It tells you what can be done to end violence against 
children at homes, in schools, in places where children live without their parents, 
in places where they work and in their neighbourhoods. The Study also looked at 
violence against children who get into trouble with the law.  

You can download this book here http://www.violencestudy.org/r245 

OUR RIGHT TO BE PROTECTED FROM VIOLENCE  
(for children and adolescents)   

This book gives suggestions of activities for youth leaders and peer educators 
working with adolescents aged 12 18 years, interested in discussing the problem 
of violence against children and the need to take action to stop it. 

You can read this book here http://www.violencestudy.org/r245 

SAFE YOU AND SAFE ME 
This is a book for young children aged 7-12 years on violence against children. 
But older children and adolescents will also like to read this book to learn what 
children themselves are doing to stop violence against children and what they 
want to be done. It also gives some ideas on how you can protect yourself from 
violence.  

You can download the book here  
http://shop.rb.se/Product/Product.aspx?ItemId=2966949 

http://www.violencestudy.org/r245
http://www.violencestudy.org/r245
http://shop.rb.se/Product/Product.aspx?ItemId=2966949
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HERE IS A LIST OF WEBSITES WHERE YOU WILL FIND USEFUL 
INFORMATION ON THE ISSUES THAT WILL BE DISCUSSED IN RIO   

http://www.stopx.org 
www.EICYAC.org 
www.unicef.org 
www.savethechildren.net 
www.plan-international.org 
www.ecpat.net 
www.wvi.org  

You should also see the World Congress s website 
www.iiicongressomundial.com     

 

If you still don t find the information you are looking for, feel free to check 
with the organisation which is helping you take part in World Congress III  

 

At the preparatory forum, you will also find hard copies of some of these 
books and reports.  

  

http://www.stopx.org
http://www.EICYAC.org
http://www.unicef.org
http://www.savethechildren.net
http://www.plan-international.org
http://www.ecpat.net
http://www.wvi.org
http://www.iiicongressomundial.com

