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Dear friend,   

Before you pack your bag for Rio, please take some time to read the information 
in this kit. Here you will find important information to prepare yourself for your 
participation at World Congress III.   

In this kit, you can read about the World Congress in general and how you can 
participate. You will also learn about the Children and Adolescents Preparatory 
Forum to be held on 24 and 25 November. There is also some important 
information here that you must read to make sure you trip is safe and 
comfortable. In the end, you will find a list of additional materials that you can 
read to get more information.    

Before you leave for Rio, you will get a final Before you leave letter that will give 
you all the trip details. Here you will get final information on travel and stay, along 
with all emergency numbers and practical tips for making your trip to Rio a 
memorable one.   

We hope you find this useful. In case you have any questions or concerns that 
are not answered in this kit you may want to visit: 
http://www.iiicongressomundial.net/ 
or you can contact the organization that is helping you take part in the Congress.  

All the best for your participation in World Congress III         

  

© 2008 Save the Children, UNICEF, ECPAT, EICYAC;  Plan International, World Vision, 
Government of Brazil   

Developed by Save the Children on behalf of Children and Adolescent Participation 
Commission, World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents, 2008  

Written by: Neha Bhandari and Alana Kapell 
Reviewed by: Children and Adolescent Participation Commission 
Graphic Design: Neha Bhandari   

http://www.iiicongressomundial.net/
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Sec t ion 1 

ABOUT THE CONGRESS   

The World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and 
Adolescents is a meeting taking place from 25-28 November, 2008. Many 
decision makers from all over the world will come together 
to find ways to stop the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents. Together they will find solutions 
and commit to taking actions, so that all children and 
adolescents can realize their rights to health, safety, 
protection and freedom from harm.  

World Congress III will take place in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil at the RioCentro Conference Centre 

 

the largest 
convention and exhibition centre in South America.    

What is the purpose of World Congress III?  
The overall purpose of the meeting is to make decisions on what has to be done 
to stop sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  

It is also an opportunity for governments, organizations, children and adolescents 
to learn from each other and to see what has already been done to stop sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescent, since the last World Congress 2001.   

What is going to happen during the event?  
The Congress will include workshops, conversation spaces and five 
panels/themes.   

It will be an opportunity to: 

 

Share success stories from around the world and learn about what is working; 

 

Identify new challenges in fighting the sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents; 

 

Make new commitments and promises to stop sexual exploitation; 

 

Find ways to work together and form/strengthen partnerships; 

 

Set goals on what needs to be done and timelines for achieving those goals 
(for example: what has to be done, by whom and by when).  

Who will lead the World Congress III?   
The World Congress will be led by the Government of Brazil and its co-
organizers, who are UNICEF, ECPAT and the NGO Group for the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.  
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The 5 THEMES of the World Congress III  

(To get a better understanding of some of the terms/words below you can, 
download the brochure What Is commercial sexual exploitation of children? 
Definitions for Young People from: 
http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
C.pdf) 
More information is also available in Section 6 of this document.     

There are 5 important themes that will be discussed by participants at the World 
Congress III. Each theme will first be discussed in a panel followed by  
workshops on each theme. (The workshops will allow for discussions, while the 
panels will mainly have presentations about the issue.)    

See World Congress III Agenda below.    

Theme 1 
Existing and new forms of sexual exploitation of children, 
including:  trafficking in children for sexual exploitation, sexual exploitation of 
children and adolescents in prostitution, sexual exploitation of children in travel 
and tourism (for example: adults who travel to sexually exploit children), child 
sexual abusive images (for example child pornography in newspapers or on the 
internet) pedophilia and pornography, internet crimes and new technologies 
(such as sexual exploitation through mobile phones).   

Theme 2 
Legal issues relating to sexual exploitation means having laws that 
make it illegal to sexually abuse and exploit children, and having laws that protect 
children who have been exploited and abused. This theme will also look at how 
to make sure these laws really work in practice.  

Theme 3 
Making Policies work well together across sectors means that 
various government departments at different levels, including the justice system 
and police, are able to work together to end the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents.  

Theme 4 
The Role of Businesses, Banks and Corporations means that the 
private sector is promoting good ways of doing business that helps society and 
helps to end the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents.  

http://www.eicyac.org/Resources/PDF/Child%20Friendly%20Definitions%20CSE
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Theme 5 
Governments, Organizations and Groups working together at 
the international level means that various agencies working to end the 
sexual exploitation of children and adolescents come together to stop cross-
border crimes (a child being trafficked from one country to another), to share 
information and to follow up on the commitments made at previous World 
Congresses.    

Who will be there? What roles will they have? 

130 government delegations and up to 3000 participants, including child 
adolescent delegates, are expected to attend. 

It is expected that 150 children and adolescents from around the world will attend 
and 150 children and adolescents from Brazil  300 children and adolescents in 
total. 

850 Non governmental organizations from around the world; 1000 
Government/country delegations; 850 government and non government groups 
from Brazil are also expected to attend.    

Government Representatives 
Government representatives are usually the highest ranking representatives 
attending the Congress.   

During the Congress each country will present a report that highlights their work, 
challenges and successes in addressing the issue of commercial sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents. Presentations are expected to be about 
10 minutes long.  

Government representatives will also participate as expert panelists in thematic 
roundtables, working groups, workshops, panels and drafting committees (in 
other words; committees that will write suggestions and recommendations on 
how to stop sexual exploitation).  

 

WHAT IS SEXUAL EXPLOITATION?   

Sexual exploitation of children and adolescents means 
mistreating, abusing and/or taking advantage of a child or 
adolescent for personal gains, by involving them in sex work or 
other sexual activities which are illegal or inappropriate. 
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Non Governmental Organizations  
These participants may be part of the official delegations of government or 
participate independently. They are encouraged to play an active role as expert 
panelists in thematic roundtables, working groups, drafting committee, 
workshops and panels, media contacts and more.  

Children and Adolescents 
Children and adolescents have been invited to the World Congress to take part 
as experts on the issue. Children will actively participate as panelists to talk 
about sexual exploitation in the five thematic panel discussions, workshops and 
roundtable discussions. They will also participate in the drafting committee (a 
group that will write suggestions and recommendations on how to stop sexual 
exploitation) and they will take part in the official Congress press conferences 
and other media interactions. There will be other events such as exhibits and 
cultural programs and children will have their own Adolescent Space

 

which will 
be open during the Congress (see section 2 for more details).  

See Section 2 (below) for more information on the opportunities for 
children s and adolescent s participation during the Congress.  

What will the Congress result in? 
The Congress will result in an Outcome Document where the things discussed 
and promised during the World Congress and during country/regional 
preparatory processes will be written. It is expected that all governments and 
agencies at the meeting will follow up on the things written in the outcome 
document. Children and adolescents will have the opportunity to have a say 
when this document is being written.   

See Section 2 (below) for more information.     
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WORLD CONGRESS III  AGENDA  

25-28 November 2008 
RioCentro Conference Centre  

To prepare children and adolescents for the World Congress, a special 
meeting called the Children s and Adolescent s Preparatory Forum will be 
held on 24 and 25 November.   
Please see Section 3 (below) for more details.  

During the Congress, buses will travel between the Barra Hotel where children, 
adolescents, their chaperones and the adolescent support team (facilitators and 
child protection team etc) will be staying and the Rio Centro where the Congress 
will take place. During the Congress, breakfast will be taken each day at the 
Barra Hotel. Lunch and Dinner will be taken at the Rio Centro Convention 
Center. 

25 November, 2008   

19:00   Opening ceremony   

26 November, 2008  

9:00   Panel/Theme 1 
Existing and new forms of sexual exploitation of children   

11:00   Press Conference  

11:00 - 12:30  Workshops 
(there will be 19 different workshops for participants to choose from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Dialogues  
1. Governmental Dialogs  
2. First Ladies Dialogs   

14:30   Panel/Theme 2 
Legal issues relating to sexual exploitation  

16:30 - 18:00 Workshops 
(there will be 16 different workshops for participants to choose from)  

16:30 - 18:00 Dialogues 
3. Governmental Dialogs  
4. Researchers Dialogues 
5. Journalists Dialogues  
6. Religious Community Dialogs 
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27 November, 2008  

9:00   Panel/theme 3:  
Making Policies work well together across Sectors  

11:00 - 12:30 Workshops 
(there will be 20 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Governmental Dialogues   

14:30   Panel/theme 4:  
The Role of Businesses, Banks and Corporations    

16:30 - 18:00 Workshops 
(there will be 18 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

16:30 - 18:00 Dialogues 
8. Governmental Dialogues 
9. Public Administrators Dialogues  
10. Parliamentarians Dialogues    

28 November, 2008  

9:00 Panel/theme 5:  
Governments, Organizations and Groups working together at 
the international level    

11:00 - 12:30 Workshops 
(there will be 14 different workshops for participants to choose 
from)  

11:00 - 12:30 Dialogues:  
11. Governmental Dialogues 
12. Ombudspersons Dialogues 
13. Business people s Dialogues  
14. Dialogues of legal system operators (judges, prosecutors, 
public defenders and attorneys) 
15. Dialogues of police forces   

14:00 Press Conference  

15:00

 

Closing ceremony of World Congress III
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

World Congress I 
(1996, Stockholm, Sweden)  

For the first time leaders, 
governments, United Nations 
agencies, Non Governmental 
Organizations and young people 
came together for a global 
meeting on the sexual exploitation 
of children. 122 countries agreed 
to change relevant laws, policies, 
programmes and practices to stop 
the commercial sexual exploitation 

of children and adolescents in all its forms, while protecting the rights of child 
victims and not further harming them. Governments also committed themselves 
to actively involve children and adolescents in this process. This commitment is 
part of what is called the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action 
(1996).   

In the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action to end the commercial 
sexual exploitation of children, 122 countries promised to focus on:  

 

Coordination and cooperation at regional and international levels, 

 

Giving education and information to girls and boys, their families and society 
to prevent commercial sexual exploitation of children,  

 

Make new laws and strengthen old ones, if they exist, to protect children, 

 

Help child victims and their families to recover and help them to live safely 
and comfortably again in their communities, 

 

Participation of children, including child victims, young people, their families, 
peers, and others who are potential helpers of children. 

The Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action can be downloaded from 
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/
Stockholm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf   

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

The First World Congress was 
held in Stockholm, Sweden in 

1996. The Second World 
Congress was held in 

Yokohama, Japan, in 2001.  

 

17 young people participated in World Congress I. This was the 
first time young people were invited to participate in this type of 
global meeting together with governments, Non Governmental 
Organizations and UN agencies.  

 

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Stockholm/Outome_documents/
Stockholm%20Declaration%201996_EN.pdf
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The World Congress II  
(Yokohama, Japan in 2001)  

Governments, United Nations agencies, Non Governmental Organizations and 
other organisations reviewed what had been done since the first meeting in 1996. 
In this second meeting, 161 countries committed to the Stockholm Declaration 
and Agenda for Action. Children s and adolescent s voices came out very 
strongly at the World Congress II and concluded with young people coming up 
with their own Declaration and the Yokohama Youth Appeal.   

The Yokohama Youth Appeal can be downloaded from  
http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_document
s/Young%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf         

Mid-Term Reviews in 2004-2005 
Mid Term Reviews were held in each region throughout 2004 and 2005. Mid 
Term Reviews help us see what has happened since World Congress I and 
World Congress II in Stockholm and Yokohama. Governments, Non 
Governmental Organizations and young people participated in these reviews.   

Regional and Thematic Meetings 
Leading up to the World Congress III, there have been a series of regional and 
thematic meetings, full details can be downloaded from: 
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/regional.php  

Go to Section 6 to see how you can get more details on the regional and 
thematic meetings.  

Nearly 100 young people participated in the World Congress II, 
including, for the first time, young survivors of commercial sexual 
exploitation.  They played an active role. 

Why is it important to organize World Congresses against the sexual 
exploitation of children?  

 

World Congresses are important events that draw international 
attention to the serious issue of sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents.   

 

These important global events, through their preparation 
processes at national, regional and international levels create a 
worldwide movement against the sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents.  

 

World Congresses help governments and the rest of the society in 
becoming more responsible in addressing the sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents. 

http://www.csecworldcongress.org/PDF/en/Yokohama/Outcome_document
s/Young%20People%20Final%20Appeal%20in%20Yokohama.pdf
http://www.ecpat.net/WorldCongressIII/regional.php



