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DAY ONE:  Monday, 18 August 2008
0800-0830 hrs Registration
0830-1000 hrs Agenda Item 1:  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

MC:  Mr John Whan Yoon, Project Regional Manager MDRTS2, World 
Vision, LAO, PDR
Chair: Ms. Sawon Hong, Regional Advisor, Child Protection, UNICEF 
EAPRO

Mr. Shigeru Mochida, Deputy Executive Secretary, UNESCAPοο
H.E. Mr. Anusorn Wongwan, Minister for Social Development and οο
Human Security, Royal Thai Government 
Professor Yanghee Lee, Chairperson, UN Committee on the Rights of οο
the Child

Agenda Item 2:  EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC REGIONAL 
OVERVIEW 
Chair:  Mr. Aaron Olofia, Director, Social Welfare Division, Ministry of 
Health and Medical Service, Solomon Islands

Ms. Amihan Abueva, Chairperson, ECPAT Internationalοο

Agenda Item 3:  SESSION ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION
Chair: Mr. Aaron Olofia, Director, Social Welfare Division, Ministry of 
Health and Medical Service, Solomon Islands

1000-1030 hrs Break
1030-1230 hrs Agenda Item 4: REGIONAL PROGRESS BY THEMATIC AREA

Chair: Ms. Davaasuren Gerelmaa, Third Secretary, Department of 
Multilateral Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia

THEMATIC PANEL PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 
o	 Child prostitution
     Dr. Jean D’Cunha, Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM 
o	 Child trafficking for sexual purposes
     Mr. Laurence Gray, Regional Director – Advocacy, World Vision
o	 Sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism

Ms. Bernadette McMenamin, Chief Executive Officer, Child Wise – 
ECPAT in Australia

o	 Sexual Exploitation of Children through Information and                                                                                                                                              
    Communication Technologies (ICT)

Mr. Lars Loof, Head of the Children’s Unit, Council of the Baltic Sea 
States working for the Working Group for Cooperation on Children at 
Risk (WGCC)

  Annex 1
PROGRAMME

East Asia and the Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World 
Congress III against 

Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents
18-19 August 2008

United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok
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DAY ONE:  Monday, 18 August 2008
1230-1330 hrs Lunch
1330-1630 hrs Agenda Item 5: ANALYSIS OF PROGRESS & TARGET PLANNING

CONCURRENT THEMATIC SESSIONS:

Child Prostitution
Demand, gender and construction of sexuality 1.	
Linkages between violence in the home and sexual exploitation of 2.	
children 

Child trafficking for sexual purposes
Identification and return of child victims of trafficking3.	
Prevention and safe migration 4.	

Sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism
Strengthening initiatives by government and the tourism sector 5.	

New technologies and child abuse imagery
Sexual exploitation of children through ICT6.	

1800-1900 hrs Receptiom
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DAY TWO:  Tuesday, 19 August 2008
0830-0845 hrs Recap
0845-1045 hrs PRESENTATIONS BY CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS

Chair: H.E. Ms San Arun, Under Secretary of State, Project Coordinator of 
National Task Force, Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Cambodia

1045-1115 hrs Break
1115-1130 hrs VISUAL EXHIBITION 

1130-1230 hrs Agenda Item 6:  PARTNERSHIP PANEL DISCUSSION
Chair: Mr. Yoshihisa Togo, Vice-chairman, Japan National Committee for 
UNICEF, Tokyo

Mr. Sam Beever, Counsellor, Regional Programmes, Australian Agency οο
for International Development
Mr. Arnfinn Oines, Six Senses Area Environment Conscience- Thailand οο
and Vietnam, Evason Phuket and Six Senses Spa
Mr. Laurence Grey, Regional Director – Advocacy, World Visionοο
Miss Sovan Puthynarath, Child Representative – Cambodiaοο
Miss Ika (Fifi) Lusi Trifi Susanti, Child Representative – Indonesiaοο

1230-1330 hrs Lunch
1330-1500 hrs Agenda Item 7:  PROPOSING GOALS & TARGETS FOR WORLD 

CONGRESS III
Chair: Ms. Lina Laigo, Executive Director, Family Life Institute of the 
Philippines and Center for Children Studies for Asia and the Pacific, 
Philippines Women’s University, Philippines

o	 Presentation by the drafting committee
o	 Plenary discussion

1500-1530 hrs Break
1530-1630 hrs Agenda Item 7:  PROPOSING GOALS & TARGETS FOR WORLD 

CONGRESS III (continued)
o	 Finalisation and approval of proposed targets

1630-1715 hrs Agenda Item 8:  SYNTHESIS & CLOSING
Chair:  Ms. Thelma Kay, Chief, Social Development Division, UNESCAP

Ms. Anupama Rao Singh, Regional Director, UNICEF EAPROοο
Ms. Mitsuko Shino, Director of the Human Rights and Humanitarian οο
Affairs Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
H.E. Mr. Edgard Telles Ribeiro, Ambassador of Brazil, Embassy of οο
Brazil, Thailand
Children and Young Peopleοο
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List of Participants and Observers 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND 
THE PACIFIC
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND
ECPAT INTERNATIONAL

East Asia and the Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World Congress III against 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents

18-19 August 2008
Bangkok, Thailand

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

STATES

AUSTRALIA

Mr. Sam Beever, Counsellor, Regional Programs, Australian Agency for International Development, 
Australian Embassy, 37 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 10120, Tel: (662) 344-6478, Fax: (662) 344-
6305, E-mail: sam.beever@dfat.gov.au

Ms. Bridie Rushton, Regional Programme Manager, Australian Agency for International Development, 
Australian Embassy, 37 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 10120, Tel: (662) 344-6478, Fax: (662) 344-
6305, E-mail: bridie.rushton@dfat.gov.au

Mr. Mark McKiernan, Senior Liaison Officer, Australian Embassy, 37 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 
10120, Tel: (662) 344-6300, Fax: (662) 344-6304, E-mail: mark.mckiernan@afp.gov.au

Ms. Kate Moloney, Liaison Officer, Australian Embassy, 37 South Sathorn Road, Bangkok 10120, Tel: 
(662) 344-6300, Fax: (662) 344-6304, E-mail: kate.moloney@afp.gov.au

Mr. Vijaya Ratnam-Raman, Child Protection Officer, Procurement Policy Group, Australian Agency for 
International Development, GPO Box 887, Canberra ACT 2601, E-mail: vijaya.ratnam-raman@ausaid.
gov.au

CAMBODIA

H.E. Ms. San Arun, Under Secretary of State, Project Coordinator of NTF, Ministry of Women’s Affairs, 
Former Kolab 1 Center, Street France (No. 47), Sangkat Sras Chork, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh, Tel: 
(855-23) 428 713, (855-12) 222 497, E-mail: asan@tiptaskforce.org

  Annex 2
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Ms. Chan Haran Vaddey, Secretary General, Cambodia National Council for Children (CNCC), 788 
Monivong Blvd., Phnom Penh, Tel: (855-23) 216 690, Fax: (855-23) 213 340, Email: cncccsec@forum.
org.kh

CHINA

Mr. Chen Shiqu, Head of the Office against Human Trafficking, Ministry of Public Security, No. 14, 
Dong Chang An Jie, Beijing 100741, Tel: (86-10) 6626 2888, Fax: (86-10) 6626 6490, Email: 
chenshiqu@126.com

Mr. Xu Yu, Deputy Director, Department of Treaty and Law, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No. 2, Chao 
Yang Men Nan Da Jie, Beijing 100701, Tel:  (86-10) 6596 3230, Fax: (86-10) 6596 3231, Email: 
xu_yu@mfa.gov.cn

COOK ISLANDS

Ms. Annafaye Newbigging, Probation Officer, Ministry of Justice, PO Box 111, Rarotonga, Tel: (682) 
29458, Fax: (682) 29610, Email: anewbigging@justice.gov.ck

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Mr. Jong Sun Won, Counsellor and Permanent Representative to ESCAP, 14 Mooban Suanlaemtong 2, 
Pattanakarn Rd., Suan Luang, Bangkok 10250, Tel: (662) 319-2686,  Fax: (662) 318-6333, Email: 
kcndprkebsy@yahoo.com

Mr. Kim Kwang Guk, Third Secretary, 14 Mooban Suanlaemtong 2, Pattanakarn Rd., Suan Luang, 
Bangkok 10250, Tel: (662) 319-2686,   Fax: (662) 318-6333, Email: kcndprkebsy@yahoo.com

FIJI

Mr. Sudhnory Nandaiya Nagaiya, Assistant Director (Child Services), Department of Social Welfare, 
Ministry of Women, Culture and Heritage and Social Welfare, PO Box 2127, Government Buildings, 
Suva, Tel: (679) 331-5931, Fax (679) 330-5110, Email: sudhnory.nagaiya@govnet.gov.fj

INDONESIA

Mr. Surjadi Soeparman, Deputy Minister for Child Protection, Ministry of Women Empowerment, Jl 
Abdul Muis No.7, Jakarta Pusat 10110, Tel: (62-21) 344-1142, 386-3630, Fax: (62-21) 386-3631, 
E-mail: surjadi_49@yahoo.com, surjadi-s@menegpp.go.id 

Dra. Byarlina Gyamirti, Assistant Deputy Minister for Family and Children Welfare, Coordinating    
Ministry for People’s Welfare, Jl. Medan Merdeka Barat No. 3, Jakarta Pusat 10110, Tel & Fax: (62-21) 
345-3246, Email: byarlina@yahoo.com

Ms. Harkristuti Harkrisnowo, Director General of Human Rights, Department of Law and Human Rights, 
Ministry of Justice and Human Rights, Jakarta 
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Dyah Wisnu Kusumawardani, Staff, Directorate for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, Department 
of Foreign Affairs, 7th Floor, Ex BP7 Building, Jl. Taman Pejambon No. 6, Jakarta Pusat 10110, Tel: 
(62-21) 381-2714, Fax: (62-21) 381-3036, Email: dyah_wk@yahoo.com

Mr. Bonanza P. Taihitu, Staff, Directorate for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Jl. Taman Pejambon no. 6, Jakarta Pusat 10110, Tel: (62-21) 381-2714 Fax: (62-21) 
381-3036, Email: bonanzataihitu@yahoo.com

Ms. Nana Yuliana, Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia, 600-602 Pechburi, Road, Ratchatewi, 
Bangkok 10400

Mr. Eko Hariyanto, Head of the Division, Community Empowerment Division, Surabaya City

Dra. Raihan Putry, Provincial Government of Naggroe Aceh Darussalam, Women Empowerment and 
Child Protection Agency (Badan Pemberdayaan Perempuan dan Perlindungan Anak), Aceh

JAPAN

Ms. Mitsuko Shino, Director of the Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs Division, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, T 100-8919, 2-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Tel: (81-3) 5501 8240, Fax: (81-3) 
5501 8239, Email: mitsuko.shino@mofa.go.jp

Ms. Maiko Tamagawa, Embassy of Japan, 177 Witthayu Rd., Lumphini, Bangkok 10330, Tel: (662) 
696-3000, Fax: (662) 696-3017, Email: maiko.tamagawa@mofa.go.jp

KIRIBATI

Mr. Teurakai Ukenio, Acting Deputy Director, Community Development Services Division, Ministry of 
Internal and Social Affairs, P.O. Box 75, Bairiki, Tarawa, Tel: (686) 29501, 29270, Fax: (686) 29267  
Email: teurakai_ukenio@yahoo.com

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Mr. Prasith Detphommatheth, Director General, Social Welfare Department, Ministry of Labour and 
Social Welfare, PO Box 347, Vientiane, Tel: (856-21) 911509, Fax: (856-21) 213005, Email: d_
prasith@yahoo.com

Ms. Khanthalasy Southichack, Deputy Director General, International Organizations Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Head of the Secretariat of the National Commission for Mothers and 
Children, 23 Singha Road, Vientiane, Tel & Fax: (856-21) 453 584, Email: Sectncmc@live.com

MALAYSIA

Ms. Nor Amni Binti Yusoff, Director of Children Division, Ministry of Women, Family and Community 
Development, Menara Tun Ismail Mohammed Ali, Jalan Raja Laut, 50562 Kuala Lumpur, Tel: (603) 
2697 1090, Fax: (603) 2691 7468, Email: noramni@jkm.gov.my
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Mr. Tuan Haji Fison bin Tuan Haji Yahya, Director, Division of Depot Management, Immigration 
Department of Malaysia, Level 4, Block 2G4, Precint 2, Federal Government Administrative Centre, 
62550 Putrajaya, Tel: (603) 8880 1262, Fax: (603) 8880 1092, Email: fison@imi.gov.my

MONGOLIA

Ms. Davaasuren Gerelmaa, Third Secretary, Department of Multilateral Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, 7a Peace Avenue, Sukbaatar district, Ulaanbator 210648, Tel: (976-51) 261933  Fax: (976-
11) 322127, E-mail: gerelmaad@mfa.pmis.gov.mn

Ms. Munkhjin Tsogt, Head of the Information and Communication Department, National Authority for 
Children, Baga Toiruu -44 A, Ulaanbaatar-48, Tel: (976-11) 262914, Fax: (976-11) 262914, E-mail: 
munkhjin@nac.gov.mn

Ms. Enkhnasan Nasan-Ulzii, Senior Officer Responsible for Child Protection and Development, 
Population Development and Social Security Policy and Coordination Department, Ministry of Social 
Welfare and Labour, Government Building-2, United Nations’ Street-5, Ulaanbaatar 210646, Tel: (976-
51) 267635, Fax: (976-11) 328634, Email: enhnasan_n@yahoo.com

MYANMAR

Ms. Naw Tha Wah, Assistant Director, Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement, Building 23, Nay Pyi Taw, Tel: (95-67) 404101, Fax: (95-67) 404034, E-mail: social-
wel-myan@mptmail.net.mm

Ms. Khin May Than, Assistant Director, Department of Social Welfare, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement, Tel: (95-67) 404101, Fax: (95-67) 404034, E-mail: social-wel-myan@mptmail.net.
mm

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Ms. Karen Haive, First Assistant Secretary, Policy Department for Community Development, PO Box 
7354, Boroko, Tel: (675) 3254526, Fax: (675) 6250133, Email: khaive@pngfamilies.gov.pg

Ms. Maria Lovaga, First Assistant Secretary, Labour Standards, Department of Labour and Industrial 
Relations, PO Box 5644, Boroko, Tel: (675) 3211011, Fax: (675) 3201062

Mr. Richard Samuel, Director, International Labour Affairs Division, Department of Labour and Industrial 
Relations, PO Box 5644, Boroko, Tel: (675) 3213354, Fax: (675) 3201062, E-mail: directorila@datec.
net.pg 

PHILIPPINES

Ms. Thelsa P. Biolena, Regional Director, Department of Social Work and Development (DSWD), 389 
San Rafael, Manila, Tel: 734-8639, Email: regionaldir_ncr@yahoo.com
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Ms. Maria Condolacion S. Sacedo, Planning Officer III, Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC), No. 
10, Apo Street, Sta. Mesa Heights, Quezon City, Tel: 740-8864, Fax: 742-2010, Email: cony-salcedo@
yahoo.com

REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Mr. Song Yang Soo, Deputy Director, 75 Yulgong-ro, Jongro-gu, Seoul 110-793                                                                        
Tel: (822) 2023-8856, Fax: (822) 2023-8855, Email: aceyss@mw.go.kr

SINGAPORE

Ms. Rahayu Buang, Assistant Director, Rehabilitation and Protection Division, Ministry of Community 
Development, Youth and Sports, 512 Thomson Rd., MCYS Building, #07-00 Singapore 298136, Tel: 
(65) 6354 6971, Fax: (65) 6252 3976, Email: rahayu-buang@mcys.gov.sg 

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Mr. Aaron Olofia, Director, Social Welfare Division, Ministry of Health and Medical Service, PO Box 
349, Honiara, Tel: (677) 20569, Fax: (677) 20085, Email: aolofia@moh.gov.sb

THAILAND

Ms. Saranpatr Anumatrachkij, Director, International Affairs Office, Ministry of Social Development and 
Human Security, 1034 Krung Kasem Road, Bangkok 10110, Fax: (662) 306-8724

Ms. Kannika Ratanamanee, Director of Child Protection Division, Office of Welfare Promotion, Protection 
and Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups, 618/1 Nikommakasan, Bkk 10400, Tel & Fax:   (662) 255-
2398, Email: kannika@opp.go.th

Ms. Rarinthip Sirorat, Director, Bureau of Policy and Strategy, Ministry of Social Development and Human 
Security, 1034 Krung Kasem Road, Bangkok 10110, Fax: (662) 306-8724,  E-mail: rarinthip.s@m-
society.go.th

Mr. Rattanawoot Nanthaikuakool, International Affairs Officer, Ministry of Social Development 
and Human Security, 1034 Krung Kasem Road, Bangkok 10110, Fax: (662) 306-8724, E-mail: 
Ratthawoot.n@m-society.go.th

Mr. Prompong Noparit, Spokesman, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, 1034 Krung 
Kasem Road, Bangkok 10110

Pol. Col. Songsak Raksaksakul, Department of Special Investigation, 128 Moo 3, Chaengwattana Road, 
Bangkok 10210 Tel & Fax: (662) 975-9813, E-mail: songsak_raksak@hotmail.com

Pol. Col. Navapol Gunkloy, Superintendent of Region 4, Children Juveniles and Women Division (CWD), 
Central Investigation Bureau, Phaholyothin Road, Jomphol, Jatujak, Bangkok 10900, Tel & Fax: (662) 
511-0728, Email: navapol@cwd.go.th
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UNITED NATIONS BODIES

UN Committee on 		  Ms. Yanghee Lee, Chairperson, , Child Psychology & Education 	
College of Law, the Rights           Sungkyun Kwan University, Republic of Korea
of the Child 	
	
United Nations Children’s	 Ms. Huang Jinxia, Child Protection Specialist,
Fund (UNICEF)		              UNICEF China, Beijing

Ms. Santi Kusumaningrum, Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF Indonesia, Jakarta

Ms. Snowwhite O. Smelser, Children Juveniles and Women Division (CWD), Central Investigation 
Bureau, Phaholyothin Road, Jomphol, Jatujak, Bangkok 10900

Mr. Manusaporn Bhamorbutr, Social Development Officer, Social Development and Human Security 
Office of Chiang Mai, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Ms. Sansanee Wudhyapatirakun, Tourism Development Officer, Office of Tourism Development, 154 
National Stadium, Rama 1 Road, Phathumwan, Bangkok 10330, Tel & Fax: (662) 216-6512

TONGA

Ms. Ana Lotuma Falefehi Ika, Senior Economist, Social Section, Policy and Planning Division, Ministry 
of Finance and National Planning, P.O. Box 87, Vuna Road, Nuku’alofa, Tel: (676) 23 900, Fax: (676) 
24 260, Email: aika@finance.gov.to

VANUATU

Mr. Paul Nalau, Senior Youth and Sports Planning Officer, Department of Youth, National Children’s 
Committee, Ministry of Justice and Social Welfare, PMB 9043, Port Vila, Tel: (678) 23561, Fax: (678) 
23766, Email: pnalau@vanuatu.gov.vu

VIET NAM

Pol. Col. Nguyen Manh Te, Deputy Director, Criminal Investigation Department, Ministry of Public 
Security, No. 14, Path 55, Hoang Hoa Tham Street, Hanoi, Tel & Fax: (84-4) 722-3168

Ms. Le Thi Ha, Deputy Director, Department for Social Evils Prevention, Ministry of Labour, Invalids 
and Social Affairs, No. 2, Dinh Le Street, Hanoi, Tel: (84-4) 936-4249, Fax: (84-4) 826-7099, Email: 
hatbxh@yahoo.com

Mr. Vu Duy Tuan, Desk Officer, Department of International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
No. 6, Chu Van An Street, Hanoi, Tel: (84-4) 799-3314, Fax: (84-4) 799-3115, Email: vuduytuan@
mofa.gov.vn

____________



61

Mr. Kittisak Khouhathong, Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF Lao PDR, Vientiane

Mr. Guy Thompstone, Child Protection Consultant, 
UNICEF Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur

Ms. Marion Khoury, Assistant Child Protection, 
UNICEF Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur

Ms. Amaraa Dorjsambuu, Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar

Ms. Anjanette T. Saguisag, Child Protection Specialist, 
UNICEF Philippines, Manila

Ms. Jacinta Mondia, Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF Papua New Guinea, Port Moresby
Ms. Sirirath Chunnasart, Child Protection Officer, 
UNICEF Thailand, Bangkok

Ms. Jane Kim, Child Protection Specialist – Legal Systems, 
UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office, Bangkok

Ms. Lely Djuhari, Consultant, Communication Section, 
UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office, Bangkok

Mr. Ravi Cannetta, Consultant, 
UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office, Bangkok

 
United Nations Development	 Dr. Jean D’Cunha, Regional Programme Director, 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM)	 UNIFEM, Bangkok

Ms. Joyce Wu, Gender Specialist, UNIFEM, Bangkok

Ms. Annette Bromdal, UNIFEM, Bangkok

_______________

SPECIALISED AGENCY

International Labour Office 	 Mr. Anders Lisborg, ILO, Bangkok
(ILO)	

Ms. Suvajee Good, ILO, Bangkok

Ms. Pornpen Phumtim, ILO, Bangkok

Ms. Mitali Thakor, ILO, Bangkok

_______________
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OTHER ENTITIES

ACCOR ASIA 			   Ms. Chitpapong Venu-Athon, Corporate Training Manager – 
Thailand, 			   ACCOR ASIA, Bangkok, Thailand

AFESIP				    Mr. Didier Bertrand, National Project Director, AFESIP Laos
Mr. Thomas Jurgen, National Project Director, AFESIP Thailand

Asia Regional Trafficking	 Mr. Gerard Smith, Regional Police Adviser, Asia Regional Trafficking 
in Persons (ARTIP) Project 	 (ARTIP) Project, Bangkok, Thailand

Asian Women & Children’s	 Ms. Hiroko Yamamoto, Asian Women & Children Network,  
Network			   Chiang Rai, Thailand

Ms. Azusa Hara, Asian Women & Children Network, 
Chiang Rai, Thailand

Japan International Centre	 Ms. Machiko Kaida, Chairperson/Executive Director, 
for the Rights of the Child	 Japan International Centre for the Rights of the Child (C-Rights), 
Japan

Ms. Namiko Watanabe, Board Member, Japan International 
Centre for the Rights of the Child (C-Rights), Bangkok

Cambodian Children and	 Mr. Phorn Dararith, Director, Cambodian Children and Handicap 
Handicap Development		  Development Organisation (CCHDO), Cambodia 
Organisation (CCHDO)

Caritas				    Ms. Kim Rattana, Deputy Executive Director, Caritas Cambodia

Ms. Kruemas Ponprateep, Caritas Thailand

Mr. Somyot Boonpha, Caritas Thailand

Mr. Pipat Thaichan, Caritas, Thailand

Research Centre for 	  	 Ms. Lan Hoang Thuy, Director, Research Center for Family Health 
Family Health and		  Community Development (CEFACOM), Viet Nam
Community Development

Chab Dai Coalition		  Ms. Helen Sworn, Chab Dai Coalition, Cambodia 

Child Wise	 Ms. Bernadette McMenamin, National Director, Child Wise 
(ECPAT in Australia), Australia

	 Afrooz Kaviani Johnson, Program Officer, Child Wise Tourism, Child 
Wise (ECPAT in Australia), Australia	

Christian Care Centre	 Sister Doreen Awaiasi, Centre Coordinator, Christian Care Centre, 
Solomon Islands
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CIFA				    Mr. Pierre Legros, CIFA, Cambodia

Coalition against Trafficking	 Ms. Cecilia Manzano Taylor Hofmann, Board Member, Coalition 
in Women-Asia Pacific		  against Trafficking in Women-Asia Pacific, Philippines 
(CATW-AP)

Ms. Jo Enrica Enriquez-Rosales, Executive Director, Coalition against 
Trafficking in Women-Asia Pacific, Philippines

Ms. Noreen Belarmino, Training, Education & Organisational 
Development Officer, Coalition against Trafficking in Women-Asia 
Pacific, Philippines

Consultative Implementation 	 Ms. Ume Wainetti, Program Coordinator, Family and Sexual
Monitoring Council	 Violence Action Committee, Consultative Implementation Monitoring 

Council, Papua New Guinea

Council of the Baltic Sea States   Mr. Lars Lööf, Head of Children’s Unit, Council of the Baltic Sea 
States, Stockholm, Sweden

ECPAT Cambodia	  	 Mr. Chin Chanveasna, Executive Director, the National Coalition for 	
				    the Elimination of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children,  
				    (ECPAT affiliate group in Cambodia), Cambodia 

ECPAT Foundation	 Mr. Pravit Ekcharoensook, Programme and Administrative 
Coordinator, ECPAT Foundation (ECPAT affiliate group in Thailand), 
Thailand

ECPAT International		  Ms. Amihan V. Abueva, Chairperson of the Board, ECPAT International, 

Ms. Desislava Dzhurkova, Deputy Director – Administration, Human 
Resources and Finance, ECPAT International		

Mr. Giorgio Berardi, Programme Officer, Combating Child Sex 
Tourism, ECPAT International 

Ms. Patchareeboon Sakulpitakphon, Associate for Combating 
Trafficking and Child Sex Tourism Programme, ECPAT International

Ms. Vimala Crispin, Project Cordinator, Youth Partnership Project for 
Child Survivors of Commercial Sexual Exploitation in South Asia, 
ECPAT International 

Mr. Anjan Bose, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
Officer, ECPAT International

Mr. Thomas Shafer, Programme Officer, Care and Protection for 
Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, ECPAT 
International
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Ms. Ingrid Liao, the Regional Representative for the East Asia and the 
Pacific Region of the Board, ECPAT International

Mr. Sen Mostafa, the Regional Representative for the East Asia 
and the Pacific Region of the ECPAT International Child and Youth 
Advisory Committee (EICYAC), ECPAT International

Ms. Yi-Ling Chen, International Coordinator, ECPAT

Mr. Kuei-Fu Liao, Project Officer, ECPAT

ECPAT/STOP Japan		  Ms. Kazuko Kuribayashi, Chairperson, ECPAT/STOP Japan 
(ECPAT affiliate group in Thailand), Japan

Ms. Junko Miyamoto, Director, ECPAT/STOP Japan
(ECPAT affiliate group in Thailand), Japan

ECPAT Japan Kansai		  Ms. Toshiko Maya Sonozaki, Director, ECPAT Japan Kansai
(ECPAT affiliate group in Thailand), Japan

ECPAT Philippines		  Ms. Dolores SD. Alforte, Executive Director, ECPAT Philippines

Evason Phuket and 		  Mr. Arnfinn Oines, Six Senses Area Environment Conscience – 
Thailand and Six Sense Spa	 Vietnam, Thailand

Family Life Institute of 		  Ms. Lina Laigo, Executive Director, Family Life Institute of the 
Philippines 			   the Philippines and Center for Children Studies for Asia and the 		
				    Pacific, Philippines Women’s University, Philippines

Fight Against Child 		  Ms. Sudarat Sereewat, Director, Fight Against Child Exploitation 		
Exploitation (FACE) 		  (FACE), Thailand				  

Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre 	 Mr. Tevita  Seruilumi, Legal Officer, Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre 
(FWCC) 			   (FWCC), Fiji

FN-sambandet (United Nations 	 Mr. Kai Grieg, Information Officer, FN-sambandet (United National
Association of Norway)		  Association of Norway), Western Branch, Norway

Franciscans International	 Ms. Julie Morgan, Regional Director, Franciscans International, 
Bangkok  

Ms. Panupatcharee Kaewprasit, Advocacy Programme Officer, 
Franciscans International, Bangkok 

International Child Support	 Ms. Anthya Madiath, Regional Director, ICS, Ubon-Ratchathani,
 (ICS)				    Thailand

Ms. Shikha Ghildyal, Regional Child Rights and Protection Advisor, 
ICS, Ubon-Ratchathani, Thailand

Mr. Bart Pereboom, Programme Coordinator, ICS, Cambodia 
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INTERVIDA			   Mr. Enrico Campiglia, National Director, INTERVIDA, Cambodia
Ms. Elena Gari Mora, Program Manager, INTERVIDA, Cambodia

International Organisation	 Mr. Lance Bonneau, Senior Regional Programme Development 		
for Migration (IOM)		  Office, International Organisation for Migration (IOM), Bangkok, 		
				    Thailand.

Knowing Children		  Ms. Judith Ennew, Head of Programme Development, Knowing 
Children, Bangkok

Ms. Delia Paul, Consultant, Knowing Children, Bangkok

Mapusaga O Aiga (MOA)	 Mr. Pepe Seiuli, President, Mapusaga O Aiga (MOA), Samoa

National Coalition for the 	 Mr. Ahmad Sofian, Coordinator, the National Coalition for the
Elimination of CSEC,		  Elimination of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, 
Indonesia			   (ECPAT affiliate group in Indonesia), Indonesia

National Coalition for the 	 Ms. Bishkhorloo Otgontsetseg, Programme Officer of Adolescents
Elimination of CSEC, 		  Development Centre, the National Coalition for the Elimination of 
Mongolia			   CommercialSexual Exploitation of Children (ECPAT affiliate group in 	
				    Mongolia), Mongolia

National Committees 		  Mr. Yoshihisa Togo, Vice-Chairman, Japan National Committee
for UNICEF			   for UNICEF, Tokyo, Japan 

Ms. Shoko Fujita, Assistant Advocacy Officer, 
Japan National Committee for UNICEF, Tokyo, Japan

Ms. Dong-Eung Park, Executive Director, 
Korean Committee for UNICEF, Seoul, South Korea

National University of 		  Ms. Kumaralingam Amirthalingam, Associate Professor and
Singapore	 Director of the Asian Law Institute, Faculty of Law, National 

University of Singapore, Singapore

Naeil Women’s Centre 	 Ms. Sookmoon Chun, Program Manager, Human Rights Team,
for Youth	 Naeil Women’s Centre for Youth (ECPAT affiliate group in South 

Korea), South Korea

No Child Abuse			  Mr. Roelof van Laar, Director, No Child Abuse, Netherlands 

Plan International		  Ms. Li Chunmei, Plan International

Ms. Mei Li, Plan International 

Ms. Cicik Sri Rejeki, CNSP Project Officer, Plan Indonesia
Protect and Save the Children	 Ms. Madeleine Young, Director, Protect and Save the Children, 

Malaysia



66

Punanga Tauturu Incorporated 	 Ms. Ngatere Apii Angelo Enua, Violence Against Women and 
Children (PTI)                            Counsellor, Punanga Tauturu Inc., Cook Islands Women’s 			
				    Counselling Centre, Rarotonga, Cook Islands
	
Save the Children Fiji		  Ms. Iris Low, Child Rights Manager, Save the Children Fiji

Save the Children Korea	 Mr. In Sook Kim, Executive Director, Save the Children Korea, 
Republic of Korea

Mr. Shinhye Song, Children’s Rights Officer, Save the Children 
Korea, Republic of Korea

Save the Children Sweden	 Mr. Dominique Pierre Plateau, Regional Advisor on Prevention of 
Child Abuse and Exploitation, Save the Children Sweden Regional 
Office for SEAP, Thailand

Ms. Tran Ban Hung, Program Coordinator/Child Protection, Save the 
Children Sweden – Vietnam Programme, Viet Nam

Mr. Pariphan Uawithya, Regional Communications Manager, Save 
the Children Sweden Regional Office for SEAP, Thailand 

Save the Children UK	 Ms. Bui Thi Thu Hang, Child Protection Project Manager, Save the 
Children UK – Vietnam Programme, Viet Nam

Ms. Lamia Rashid, Child Rights Advisor, Save the Children UK, 
Myanmar 

Ms Chen  Xuemei, Deputy Director of Program, 
Save the Children UK – China Programme

Women’s Studies Center	 Ms. Sukrittaya Jukping, Women’s Studies Center, Chiangmai 
University, Chiang Mai, Thailand

World Vision	 Mr. Laurence Gray, Regional Director Advocacy, World Vision, Asia 
Pacific Regional Office, Thailand

Mr. James East, Director Regional Communications, World Vision, 
Asia Pacific Regional Office, Thailand 

Mr. John Whan Yoon, Project Regional Manager MDRTS 2, World 
Vision, Asia Pacific Regional Office, Lao PDR

Mr. Abid Gulzar, Regional Advocacy Program Manager RACTP, 
World Vision, Asia Pacific Regional Office, Cambodia

Ms. Neng Por, Research and Information Specialist, World Vision, 
Asia Pacific Regional Office, Cambodia

Ms. Oratai Junsuwanaruk, Programme Manager, Anti-Trafficking 



67

and Child Protection Programme, World Vision Thailand, Thailand

Ms. Meagan Price, Programme Officer, Anti- Human Trafficking and 
Advocacy Programme, World Vision Thailand, Thailand

Ms. Jaruwaree Snidwongse, Global Fund Division Manager, World 
Vision Thailand, Thailand

Mr. Pichet Ponghong, World Vision Thailand, Thailand

Ms. Savorn  To, Deputy Programme Manager Peace and Justice 
Programme, World Vision, Cambodia

Ms. Chanlida Lim, World Vision Cambodia, Cambodia 

Ms. Touch Sreymom, World Vision Cambodia, Cambodia 

Yayasan Salam			   Ms. Hartini Zainudin, Yayasan Salam, Malaysia
	

_______________

DELEGATES FROM 
THE CHIDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PREPARATORY FORUM 

Children and Young People:

Mr. Kol Kakda, Cambodia

Ms. Sovan Puthynarath, Cambodia

Mr. Ol Sopheak, Cambodia

Mr. Rian Abdullah Tawakkal Alalloh, Indonesia

Mr. Aris Aditya DITYA, Indonesia

Ms. Ika Lusi Trifi Susanti, Indonesia

Mr. Erwin Andulte, Philippines

Mr. Angel Dei Cawayan, Philippines

Ms. Erika Joy Padilla, Philippines

Ms. Jenjira Wongsrinak, Thailand

Ms. Potjanat Kiewsa-ard, Thailand

Ms. Yaowapa Nakyon, Thailand



68

Ms. Sangla Santavong, Thailand

Ms. Lan Dang Hoang Linh, Vietnam

Ms. Nguyen Thi Bich Tuyen, Vietnam

Chaperones/Translators:

Mr. Soeum Vanna, Cambodia

Ms. Haidy Ear-Dupuy, Cambodia

Mr. Wiwik Afifah, Indonesia

Mr. Amrullah Sofyan, Indonesia

Mr. Reuel Maga, Philippines

Ms. Nguyen Kim Thien, Vietnam 

Facilitators:

Mr. Kittiphan Kanjina, Youth Volunteer, the Centre for Girls, Chiang Rai, Thailand (youth)

Ms. Wannachan Chaimontree, Regional Cross-Border Project Advocacy Officer,
Save the Children, Thailand (adult)

Ms. Hope Tura, Child Rights Adviser, Plan, Philippines (adult)

Child Protection Focal Points:

Mr. Rasa Sekulovic, Regional Child Rights Adviser, Plan Asia Regional Office, Thailand

Ms. Warangkana Mutumol, Thai Cross-Border Project Officer, Save the Children, Thailand

______________

OBSERVERS

H.E. Mr. Edgard Telles Ribeiro, Ambassador of Brazil, Embassy of Brazil, Bangkok

Ms. Paola Viero, Expert of the Technical Office of the Director General for Development Cooperation, 
Rome, Italy

Ms. Maura Viezzoli, Expert on project evaluation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome, Italy

Mr. Marco Scarpati, Professor, International Child Protection Law, Milan University, Italy

Mr. Jerome Lamit, Philippines

Ms. Jarunee J.Weaw, Thailand

Ms. Sudjai Nakphain, Thailand

Ms. Katesanee Chantakul, Thailand

Ms. Trinh Van Huong, Vietnam

Mr. Pham Hoang Mong Long, Vietnam



69

Professor Vitit Muntarbhorn, Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Ms. Ketkanda Pongsayaporn, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok

Mr. Juthakeart Montapaneewat, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 

Mr. Tir Srinopnikom, Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok 

_______________

PRESS

Ms. Achara A., Bangkok Post, Bangkok

Mr. Vutthipong Moonphen, NBT, Bangkok

Mr. Satcha Suwannathat, NBT, Bangkok

Mr. Kenya Shibata, Thai Nishinippon Shimbun, Bangkok

Ms. Warisra Sawadimanont, Thai Nishinippon Shimbun, Bangkok

_______________

UNESCAP SECRETARIAT

Mr. Shigeru Mochida			   Deputy Executive Secretary

Mr. Hervé Berger			   Chief of Staff

Mr. Richard Kalina			   Secretary to the Commission

Mr. Srinivas Tata			   Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary

_______________

Ms. Thelma Kay				   Chief, Social Development Division

Ms. Vanessa Griffen			   Chief, Gender and Development Section, Social
					     Development Division

Ms. Beverly Jones			   Social Affairs Officer, Gender and Development
					     Section, Social Development Division
Ms. Neema Majmudar			   Social Affairs Officer, Gender and Development 
					     Section, Social Development Division

Ms. Marie Sicat				   Associate Social Affairs Officer, Gender and 



70

					     Development Section, Social Development Division

Ms. Lisa Ainbinder			   Associate Social Affairs Officer, Gender and 
					     Development Section, Social Development Division

Ms. Siriluck Chiengwong		  Programme Assistant, Gender and Development Section, 
Social Development Division

Ms. Aoyporn Chongchitkasem		  Programme Assistant, Gender and Development Section, 
Social Development Division

Ms. Supatra Kaewchana		  Team Assistant, Gender and Development Section, 
Social Development Division

_______________

Mr. Peter Van Laere			   Chief, Administrative Services Division

Mr. Christian De Sutters			   Chief, Conference Services Section, Administrative 
					     Services Division

Mr. Yang Yafei				    Chief, Conference Management Unit, Administrative 
					     Services Divisions

_______________

Mr. Hak-Fan Lau			   Chief, United Nations Information Services

_______________

UNICEF SECRETARIAT

Ms. Anupama Rao Singh		  Regional Director
					     UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office

_______________

Ms. Sawon Hong 			   Regional Advisor, Child Protection 
					     UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office
Ms. Amalee McCoy			   Child Protection Consultant
					     UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office	
		
Ms. Natcha Chutinthararuk		  Research Assistant



71

					     UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office

_______________

ECPAT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT

Mr. Mark Capaldi			   Deputy Director, Programmes

Ms. Kritsana Pimonsaengsuriya		  Regional Officer, East Asia and Pacific

Ms. Junita Upadhyay			   Programme Officer, Child and Youth Participation

Ms. Caroline Liou			   Information and Communication Officer

Ms. Jamnonglux Nakviroj		  Officer Manager

Ms. Veravan Prachoommark		  External Liaison Officer

Mr. Miroslav Kalniev			   Management Assistant

Ms. Alina Mackeyeva			   Finance Officer

Ms. Aimon Jarusiri			   Finance Assistant

Ms. Prakaykaew Thansandose		  Finance Assistant

Ms. Somaya Bunchorntavakul		  Administrative and Finance Assistant

Ms. Vorajit Sunaseweenonta		  Information/Resource Centre Associate



72

Guiding Questions for Concurrent Thematic Workshops 

The concurrent thematic workshops have been designed according to the four identified thematic 
manifestations of sexual exploitation of children – on day one, the 18th August 2008 at 13.30 – 16.30 
pm.

THEME ONE: CHILD PROSTITUTION

Workshop I: Demand, Gender and Construction of Sexuality

Guiding questions:
How do gender roles and social construction of masculinity shape the demand for child 1.	
prostitution, and what are the programmatic and policy responses which are needed in order to 
address this (i.e. how can we mainstream gender so that the regional commitments are gender 
sensitive, with clear set of gender indicators which will measure progress?)

Measures and practices to involve men and boys (behavioural changes as well as victim support 2.	
and early intervention) which have been successful, and should be included in support of 
effective implementation of the regional commitment?  

Workshop II: Linkages between Violence in the Home and Sexual 
Exploitation of Children

Defining the issues and context:
Research findings from across the world, as well as within the region, point to a correlation between 
violence in the home and the sexual exploitation of children. Neglect or maltreatment of children 
due to large, single parent or reconstituted families; gender discrimination within families; or overall 
poor parenting skills can create an environment which incites children to leave the home and fend for 
themselves. Domestic violence – including physical, sexual or emotional abuse directed either at children 
in the family or other family members – particularly if compounded with neglect, creates multiple 
layers of vulnerability that can lead to family disintegration and feelings of shame, depression and 
loss of self-worth amongst child victims. Child Sexual Abuse – which incorporates the objectification 
and manipulation of the child – particularly increases the likelihood of developmentally inappropriate 
sexualisation and exposure of dysfunctional and sexualized relationships.

These various factors contribute to a context that renders children vulnerable to sexual exploitation. 
In some cases, children are forced or pushed into commercial sexual exploitation outright by family 
members. Children with family members engaged in sex work are especially vulnerable to being 
exposed and/or subjected to sexual exploitation.

Guiding questions:
National level:

What are the gaps in existing national level laws, policies and research agendas in addressing 1.	
violence in the home, and how can they be addressed?
What actions are needed to ensure that the national framework for child and family support services 2.	
can effectively a) prevent and b) respond to violence in the home? (e.g. inter-agency guidelines 
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for coordination and referrals, public information campaigns and education, national help lines, 
out-of-home care arrangements, capacity building for agencies and care providers).

Local and community-based levels:
What are the gaps in existing local policies and procedures for community-based mechanisms and 1.	
services to address violence in the home, and how can they be addressed?
What actions are needed to ensure that local and community-based (including faith-based) child 2.	
and family support services can effectively a) prevent and b) respond to violence in the home? 
(e.g. drop-in centers, family counseling, therapeutic services for substance abuse, legal advice for 
families, professional case management, parental skills training, life skills and self-protection skills 
for children, outreach services).
Is gender discrimination in families leading to neglect and violence in the family? How can the status 3.	
of girls and women in the family be improved?

THEME TWO: CHILD TRAFFICKING FOR SEXUAL PURPOSES

Workshop III: Identification and Return of Child Victims of 
Trafficking

Defining the issues and context:
In recent years, greater attention has surrounded the identification, recovery, return and reintegration of 
child trafficked victims. Effective identification has been organized as fundamental to initiate governmental 
recognition and protection of child trafficked victims in accordance with the Palermo Protocol. Standard 
guidelines, however, have been lacking across the EAP region. In a welcome step last month, ASEAN 
has endorsed guidelines for child trafficking victims. Yet, inconsistent measures of child trafficking victim 
identification continue to confront justice officials and other key actors across the region. Compounding 
this, is the ongoing lack of conceptual clarity on the definition of “child trafficking” set forth in the 
Palermo Protocol. This includes confusion over differentiation between child and adult victims and the 
differentiation between smuggling and trafficking.
	
Meanwhile, the return process has similarly raised a host of challenges. Within the context of cross-
border trafficking, joint case assessment for safe return, child consultation regarding return options, 
best interests determinations, and child-centred bilateral standard operating procedures have not 
been consistently applied. All too commonly, child victims also face protracted delays due to lack of 
coordination between source and destination countries and the need for children to serve as witnesses 
in prosecutorial cases, which prevail over the well-being of child victims. It is important to note however, 
that some Governments are making significant efforts to develop and implement national, bilateral and 
regional policy, standards, and practice that take into account the special needs of child victims.

Guiding questions:
Identification of child victims of trafficking:

What are the major gaps/barriers/constraints vis-à-vis Government identification of child •	
victims of trafficking, including age determination and interviewing of child victims?
What commitments, legal and policy frameworks and/or concrete measures need to be in •	
place to remedy these gaps/barriers/constraints?
What happens to children who are not classified as “trafficking victims”? Are steps undertaken •	
to determine if they are victims of other offenses/violations and entitled to protections, access to 
justice and provision of services, regardless of nationality or immigration status?
Accountability and monitoring mechanisms in place?•	
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Return of child victims of trafficking:
What progress has been made to establish mechanisms for safe return of child survivors of •	
trafficking?
What are the major gaps/barriers/constraints in existing mechanism to return survivors of child •	
trafficking back to their home country?
What commitments, legal and policy frameworks and/or concrete measures need to be in •	
place to remedy these gaps/barriers/constraints?
What is the role of NGOs in return and reintegration? How to improve cooperation and •	
coordination between NGOs and Government and greater role of corporate sector to improve 
return process?
What options are available for the children who cannot go back to their home country due to •	
various reasons?

Workshop IV: Prevention and Safe Migration

Defining the issues and context:
Overarching message: Holistic prevention methods address risks for sexual exploitation within a larger 
framework of labour abuses, as exploitation often overlap.

Three key elements of prevention:
Assessment of risk factors:i)	

What factors make children vulnerable to trafficking or re-trafficking?•	
Example of practical practice: Chiang Mai risk factor database•	

Education and social protection:ii)	
Basic education, life skills and vocational training; emphasis on teaching smart “life choices”;•	
Preventative measures to ensure safe migration and work conditions;•	
Example: Video clip of good practices.•	

What remains to be addressed such as gaps in existing prevention efforts; effective youth input in these 
efforts; and linkages between labour and risk for Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. 

Guiding questions:
What are the gaps in existing prevention efforts to protect children from commercial sexual 1.	
exploitation at source, transit and destination (including safe migration)?
How can these gaps be addressed (at local/community, national and regional levels)? Please 2.	
consider specific actions.
Do existing preventative efforts incorporate children and youth’s participation or input?3.	

Obstacles to prevent child and youth participation?•	
How can their input be incorporated into existing and future initiatives?•	

How to ensure the protection of children from sexual exploitation when they are employed (i.e. 4.	
domestic workers)

Examination of linkage between labour and risk to Commercial Sexual Exploitation of •	
Children
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THEME THREE: SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN IN 
TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Workshop V: Strengthening initiatives by Government and the Tourism 
Sector

Defining the issues and context:
The issue of child-sex tourism has been raised and addressed by NGOs, international agencies and 
Governments for over a decade now and progress is often visible in the legislative changes that have 
been enacted in a number of countries as a result. A number of elements, however, could be taken into 
consideration in order to ensure that changes and reforms have a real impact on the issue. Points for 
discussion could include, for example:

Collaboration between Governments: how to develop it further in terms of better control on the •	
international movement of convicted child-sex offenders;
Better enforcement of existing legislation: how to focus not only on foreign offenders but also on •	
nationals travelling within the country with the intent to offend; and
Laws and regulations applying to tourism sector: how to strengthen them to ensure that offenders •	
find it increasingly difficult to avail themselves of the channels provided by the tourism industry 
when planning to perpetrate their crimes.

Guiding questions:
What can be done to achieve more coordination among Governments towards the sharing of •	
information on travelling offenders and for their prosecution?
Why do national offenders slip so easily through the net?•	
Why is extra-territorial legislation so little enforced? Why have some of the tourist-sending •	
countries no extra-territorial law yet?
Why is the issue of child-sex tourism not confronted more proactively by national tourist •	
authorities and a policy of apparent denial is preferred most of the time?
How can the private sector be induced to collaborate more closely in preventing CST and what •	
is needed to make it more accountable?
What should be done to improve the treatment of CST victims after rescue operations or the •	
arrest of exploiters?
What is the scope for improvement in the collaboration between the tourism industry and •	
NGOs towards combating CST?
What kind of response can be put in place to counter the sexual exploitation of children that •	
now takes place outside mainstream tourist establishments and accommodation?
What can be done to ensure that exploiters do not take advantage of professional positions •	
enjoying respect within the community (e.g. teaching professions)?
What other industries can Governments try to include in this prevention/protection effort (for •	
e.g. transportation and mining)?
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THEME FOUR: NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND CHILD ABUSE 
IMAGERY

Workshop VI: Sexual Exploitation of Children through Information 
and Communications Technologies 

Defining the Issues and Context:
Child pornography is not a new form of child exploitation and has long been associated with other 
sexually abusive practices towards children.

The purpose of this thematic session is to bring together stakeholder from different backgrounds 
(Governments, private sector and NGOs) to understand the issue more deeply which will help in 
coordinating and implementing proper mechanisms to combat the problem in this region. The 
discussions will also lead to understand the various challenges in today’s system for the prevention of 
sexual exploitation through ICTs and the protection of children at risk in the EAP region.

The presenters will highlight key aspects of the issue for discussion such as the lack of legal harmonisation 
for such a global problem, lack of appropriate definitions for child abusive images and prioritisation 
across jurisdictions and the lack of understanding of how the abusive images can inflict harm and 
cause exploitation of children. The focus will be to find existing regional framework to find solutions to 
the problem and recommend adaptation of identified global standards that have been developed to 
address the issues.

Guiding questions:
Legal harmonisation and collaboration across Government agencies

Why is there no standard definition of what constitutes child abuse imagery?•	
Why in some countries is it dealt with under obscenity clauses?•	
Why sentences on child abuse imagery offences are not strict in many countries?•	

Law Enforcement
Why special law enforcement initiatives, such as Virtual Global Taskforce which is an •	
international law enforcement measure to combat the exploitation of children online, has limited 
membership?
Why the issue is not sufficiently prioritised within law enforcement in many countries? What are •	
the limiting factors and how can it be addressed?

Closer engagement by the private sector
How can the private sector be induced to collaborate more closely in preventing sexual •	
exploitation of children online and what is needed to make it more accountable?
How can some of the sporadic efforts of the private sector be mainstreamed?•	
How can technology leaders foresee the wrongful use of their products and suitably adjust them •	
to make it more protective for children and young people?
How can the technology industry collaborate with agencies such as NGOs and law enforcement •	
to better address this problem?
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Opening Statements by Distinguished Speakers

Mr. Shigeru Mochida
Deputy Executive Secretary and
Officer-in-Charge, a.i., ESCAP secretariat

Your Excellency, Mr. Anusorn Wongwan, Minister for Social Development and Human Security, Royal 
Thai Government, 
Your Excellency, Mr. Edgard Telles Ribeiro, Ambassador of Brazil to Thailand, 
Ms. Yanghee Lee, Chairperson, United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Distinguished Participants,
Young Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of ESCAP, UNICEF and ECPAT International -- our partners in hosting this meeting, it is my 
great pleasure to welcome all of you to the East Asia and Pacific Regional Preparatory meeting for the 
World Congress III against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. 

It has been more than a decade since the First World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
of Children, in Stockholm, Sweden in 1996.  Much progress has been made since, but we are faced with 
new as well as persistent challenges.  You will recall that “A global Agenda for Action” was adopted   at   
the   First World Congress.   Five years later, the Regional commitment and Action Plan was adopted at 
the East Asia and the Pacific Regional Consultation for the Second World Congress, held in Bangkok. 
Then at the Second World Congress, the Yokohama Global Commitment 2001 was adopted.  We have 
a fairly good understanding of the problem and what needs to be done.  Now we need to focus on more 
effective implementation of these commitments.  We also need to give more attention to gender-related 
dimensions and risk factors for young people.  The key outcome of this regional preparatory meeting 
should be measurable, time-bound goals and targets to be proposed to the Global Congress which is 
set to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in November this year. 

Before these important international commitments were made on their rights and states’ obligations to 
protect them, children were not given any special consideration.  Today, almost every country member 
of the United Nations has signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  A lot more action is need 
however, to address the continued exploitation, including the commercial sexual exploitation of children 
and adolescents. The demand factor, where and how children are exposed to sexual exploitation, and 
the progress in responses by states and other actors to protect children and their rights  – are issues to 
be addressed at this meeting. 

Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

You may also recall that in 2006, the Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children and 
the In-depth Study on All Forms of Violence against Women were presented to the General Assembly.  
Representatives from this region met here in June 2005 to provide their input to the Study on Violence 
against Children.  Both Studies served to draw the attention of the global community to how serious and 
pervasive violence against children and violence against women are and how discrimination combined 
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with the low status of women and children, accounts for the widespread acceptance of such violence.  
Although girls and boys are exploited in incidences of commercial sexual exploitation of children, girls 
often are the majority who suffer from stigma, unwanted pregnancy and other ill effects.  While acts 
of commercial sexual exploitation are acts of violence as well as violations of human rights, they are 
not always treated as crimes.  The need to criminalize such acts is stressed in all legal instruments and 
agendas for action on the commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

As far back as 1995, the World Programme of Action for Youth to the year 2000 and Beyond, which 
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, called upon Governments to cooperate at the 
international level and take effective steps, including specific preventive measures to protect children, 
adolescents and youth from all types of exploitation and abuse.  ESCAP member States adopted a 
resolution in 1997, calling on the secretariat to assist countries to eliminate sexual abuse and exploitation 
of children and youth in Asia and the Pacific. 

At this juncture, I should like to acknowledge a large number of participants from the Pacific.  This 
reflects the growing concern of the Pacific islands countries over this issue and the involvement of ESCAP 
and its partners in the Pacific since 2003. 

Starting in 2004, ESCAP, ECPAT and UNICEF jointly conducted situation analysis research in a group 
of Pacific islands countries which pointed to the link between increasing urbanization, high youth 
unemployment, changing lifestyles, migration and economies dependent on industries such as fishing, 
logging and mining - and the commercial sexual exploitation of children. 

In many countries of the Asia-Pacific region, child sexual and commercial exploitation exists in several 
forms, affecting large numbers of children.  Poverty, labour migration, internal displacement and conflict 
can make people more vulnerable, while non-state actors such as transnational criminal networks take 
advantage of such situations for profit.  Regional forums such as this provide a platform for discussions 
of children’s exploitation and reaching agreements on regional cooperation and coordination in 
strengthening efforts to protect children. 

A number of major United Nations conferences such as the World Summit on the Information Society 
(2003-2005), Fourth World Conference on Women (1995) and of course the World Summits for 
Children (1990, 2002) have all called for actions to eliminate such abuse and exploitation of  children.  
In addition to the United Nations and Governments, this is clearly an issue where civil society and the 
private sector have a crucial role to play.  The Global Compact, launched in 2002, also helps to promote 
corporate social responsibility in regard to such issues as child sex tourism and child prostitution in 
hotels, through its principles which include the elimination of all forms of forced and compulsory labour 
and child labour and respect for human rights standards.  The workshops that will take place today will 
be covering these issues.

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are pleased to have such good representation from governments, civil society organizations, children 
and youth and bilateral donors.  The range and number of Governments and organizations represented 
at this Meeting is indicative of the strength of our commitments to working in partnership to address the 
commercial sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse. 
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We are especially pleased that so many young people are here with us today.  Meaningful participation 
of those who have the greatest stakes in the elimination of exploitation, abuse and violence against 
children and adolescents is a core principle of the Stockholm Agenda and Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.  

I should like to pay tribute to the large number and broad range of organizations which came together 
to make this meeting possible through their financial and other contributions. 

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am confident that this meeting will provide a valuable input into the global Congress in Rio de Janeiro.  
I wish you all success in your efforts to eliminate commercial sexual exploitation of children in this 
region.

Thank you.

His Excellency Mr. Anusorn Wongwan
Minister for Social Development and Human Security,
Government of Thailand 

Deputy Executive Secretary of UNESCAP,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to address the important meeting which was organised to help prepare the 
countries of the East Asia and Pacific for the upcoming Third World Congress against Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents to be held in Brazil this November. On behalf of 
the Royal Thai Government, I wish to extend a very warm welcome to all the distinguished delegates, 
representatives of Governments from the East Asia and Pacific region, intergovernmental organisations, 
United Nations bodies, civil society, children and youth, especially those attending from abroad.

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to confirm that Thailand is now back on track and moving forward with parallel emphasis 
on an open and free market economy, and social aspect which places people at the center of our 
agenda, in particular children who are our future generation to achieve sustainable development. 
Recognising that the poor are facing economic and social inequality, and lack of opportunity to escape 
from poverty, Thailand’s goal is to promote people’s empowerment to address the problem.

Poverty is the most frequent explanation cited for the involvement of large numbers of child abuse, 
especially in developing countries such as Thailand. So we are concerned that commercial sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents is one of the most neglected forms of child abuse. This exploitation 
appears to be even more insidious and, daily affects the lives of millions of children worldwide. Some 
portion of these children are in the “employment” of organised networks of traffickers in child and adult 
sex, at least some of which also engage in the sale of illegal drugs, money laundering activities and 
other criminal activities. In this regard, Thailand has committed itself to taking specific steps to eliminate 
these problems.
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Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We need to ask ourselves how our world can be made a better place for children – our future generation. 
We know that we must always strive to stay one step ahead of those who profit from exploiting others. 
Despite the significant progress that has been made in addressing the commercial sexual exploitation 
of children and adolescents, many challenges still remain. Many of the challenges that we all face in 
our work to eliminate this problem vary from government to government and there is much to learn from 
experiences and successes of one another. The action that government could take is to raise awareness. 
This can take place among police, social workers and other government officers together with potential 
victims. Moreover, every part of civil society must play a role in preventing, protecting and reintegrating 
those who are at-risk or who have been exploited and abused. We must address this problem through 
our educational and legal systems by providing social protection.

In this regard, Thailand has made significant efforts to prevent and fight against commercial sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents through various implementations such as:

The Memorandum of Understanding on Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against •	
Trafficking (COMMIT) in 2004;
The National Strategy and Plan of Action during 2006-2016;•	
The Act on Protection of Domestic Violence Victims which has been enforced since November •	
2007;
The Greater Mekong Sub-Regional Seminar on Protecting Children from Trafficking and Sexual •	
Exploitation in the Tourism Sector in November 2007; and
The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act which was enforced on June 2008.•	

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

However, the government action alone do not account because the processes where children are 
recruited into commercial sexual exploitation are varied and complex. They nearly always involve adult 
accomplices including parents and older siblings. According to the records, many children run away 
from their homes where they have been sexually or physically abuse. Some come from families who no 
longer want them or who feel they can no longer handle them. Under such circumstance, some fall into 
prostitution, get involved in the use or sale of drugs, theft and other criminal behaviours to pay their 
way to survive.

As the Minister of Social Development and Human Security, I give the first priority to the family which 
is regarded as the most essential unit to prevent children from being exploited regardless of any forms. 
Thailand’s national polices and strategies for family institution development thus have been adopted 
during 2004-2013 in order to develop warmth and loving families and eliminate domestic violence, 
and to raise awareness to all sectors on the importance of family. I believe that family institution is not 
only a place to bring up a child but also the root of our country, and the fundamentals of sustainable 
development and I am also strongly confident that it is one effective measure to fight against sexual 
exploitation of children and adolescents.

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This preparatory meeting which begins here today is an important opportunity for this region as they 
change to meet the challenges of the fast moving 21st century. Sharing best practices between us and 
exchanging ideas of what we can try, can help us develop more productive and positive policies. 
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I believe this expected outcome of the meeting will also help to guide us to monitor progress and 
obstacles, and take appropriate steps.

Finally, may I wish you every success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Thailand.

Thank you.

Professor Yanghee Lee
Chairperson,
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child

H.E. Mr. Wongwan, Minister of Social Development and Human Security; 
Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Secretary of UNESCAP; 
Ms. Abueva, Chairperson of ECPAT International; 
Distinguished government representatives from across East Asia and the Pacific; 
Child participants; 
UN partners, local and international NGO partners, colleagues, and friends,  

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be here today at the East Asia and the Pacific Regional Preparatory 
Meeting for the World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. This regional 
meeting is crucial in contributing to the World Congress III which will take place in Rio de Janeiro in 
November of this year. World Congress III differs from previous Congresses as it is the first time that 
specific targets will be proposed for all countries that will be reporting to the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child on the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 
This meeting is one of several regional meetings taking place around the globe in preparation for World 
Congress III.  Preparatory meetings, both thematic and regional, have been taking place during the 
past year to input to the World Congress III. Another meeting will take place in Hong Kong in the early 
part of September, just before the World Congress on International Society for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect. The outcome of the meetings in Bangkok and Hong Kong will feed into the World 
Congress III thematic papers.

Next year will mark the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child by the United Nations General Assembly. It is the only International Human Rights 
treaty that enjoys near universal ratification. To date, even with the exception of the United States of 
America and Somalia, there are 193 ratifications to the Convention. Although the USA has not ratified 
the Convention, it has ratified the two optional protocols to the Convention: The Option Protocol on the 
sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography; and the Optional Protocol on children in 
armed conflict. Since the adoption of the two optional protocols in 2002, we have 128 ratifications to 
the OPSC and 122 ratifications to the OPAC. And the Committee has considered 26 initial reports to 
the OPSC and 36 initial reports to the OPAC.

The movement and mobilization for raising awareness and protection from commercial sexual 
exploitation coincided closely with the Convention on the Rights of the child entering into force in 1990. 
A consequence to this resulted in raising awareness on the UNCRC provisions related to the right of 
children to be protected from sexual exploitation. The First World Congress held in Stockholm in 1996 
was instrumental in generating commitment for global action against violations against children. The 
Second World Congress which took place in Yokohama in 2001 reaffirmed the previous commitment 
and served as yet another catalyst for world action to uphold the right of children to protection from 
commercial sexual exploitation. The international world became acutely aware and concerned about 
exploitation of children, both economically and sexually. 
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Another breakthrough in the protection of children was the adoption of the ILO Convention 182 for the 
Worst Forms of Labor in 1999. Commercial sexual exploitation of children is definitely one of the worst 
forms of labor that children can be subjected to. The movement for the right of children to be protected 
from sexual exploitation became even stronger when the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography entered into force 
on January 18 of 2002, referencing the ILO convention182 and the Declaration and Agenda for Action 
adopted at the World Congress held in Stockholm. 

Another very important study that warrants mentioning is the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence 
against Children. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child devoted two days for the issue of violence 
against children (2000 and 2001), which resulted in asking the Secretary General to commission a 
global study. This request was accepted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2003. This Study 
illustrated the emerging picture of violence against children and identified five settings that violence was 
occurring. 

The World Congress III will be yet another important step in the continuing effort for realization of 
children’s rights. It is taking place in year of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Issues of climate change, migration, food shortage, armed conflict, natural disasters, 
advancement in Internet Computer Technology, etc., create additional problems and pose yet additional 
resistance in eliminating violence against children in general and commercial sexual exploitation of 
children in particular. It is expected that the World Congress III will be an important step to maintain the 
global focus on this specific problem, allowing stakeholders to analyze, refine, retool and recommit to 
both action agendas for the elimination of CSEC.

The objectives of the World Congress III are as follows:
Examine new challenges and dimensions of commercial sexual exploitation of children and set a.	
more targeted strategies and measures to address CSEC, building on current progress;
Examine what works in different parts of the region, including good practices and identify channels b.	
to facilitate better exchange of experiences;
Open channels and secure greater regional/international cooperation on key issues related to c.	
CSEC (including cross-border issues) and also inter-regional cooperation;
Catalyze a systemic and multi-sectoral approach to guarantee children’s and adolescents’ right to d.	
be protected from sexual exploitation; and
Identify time-bound goals for each of the themes of the Congress.e.	

Today’s EAP Regional Preparatory Meeting will mirror the structure and process of the World Congress 
at the regional level. The expected outcomes are:

Regional overview on the situation of CSEC and progress achieved since 2001 in addressing it;a.	
Regional agreement on a proposed set of time-bound goals for addressing CSEC, to be submitted b.	
to World Congress III;
Support for the meaningful participation of a key number of EAP children World Congress III; andc.	
Identification of what works in different parts of the region, including good practices and channels d.	
identified to facilitate better exchange of experiences.

The Key themes of the Congress are:
New Dimensions of Commercial Sexual Exploitationa.	
Legal Frameworks and Enforcementb.	
Integrated Inter-Sectoral Policiesc.	
Role of the Private Sector and Corporate Social Responsibility;d.	
Strategies for International Cooperatione.	
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Meeting process for arriving at proposed targets:
Concurrent thematic sessions: On the afternoon of the first day, six concurrent thematic sessions a.	
will be held based on the themes of child prostitution, child trafficking for sexual purposes, sexual 
exploitation of children in travel and tourism and sexual exploitation of children through ICT. During 
these sessions, participants will discuss what targets Governments should aim to achieve.

      
Drafting committee: In the evening of the first day, and through the morning of the second, a small b.	
drafting committee, led by Professor Vitit Muntarbhorn, former Special Rapporteur on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and composed of experts and officials from 
throughout the region, will be holding meetings. Using feedback from the concurrent thematic 
sessions, existing research, analyses, and country reports, they will be putting together a list of 
proposed regional targets to be shared in plenary for discussion by all participants on the afternoon 
of the second day.

In my view, this meeting has to be different from previous meetings. Now is the time to stop “reaffirming” 
but “acting” and “keeping our promise” so that our children and adolescents indeed live in a world in 
which their rights are realized and that they are protected to realize their dreams. It is up to us to really 
make the difference!

I would like to thank the inter-agency group consisting of UNESCAP, UNICEF EAPRO and ECPAT 
International for preparing for this very important meeting. Also, I would like to thank the Organizing 
Committee, consisting of ILO, UNIFEM, World Vision, Plan International, Caritas, International Child 
Support and Save the Children. Furthermore, I would like express my deep appreciation for all the 
distinguished participants and young partners. 

Unfortunately, I will not be able to stay for both days because I have to head for the Legislative Reform 
in the Pacific Regional Meeting. On behalf of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, I thank you for 
your attention and wish you a fruitful outcome.
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East Asia and the Pacific Regional Overview – ECPAT 
International 

[By Ms Amihan Abueva, Chairperson of Board]

It is a great honour to be here in Thailand and to be invited to present the Regional Overview for the East 
Asia and Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation 
of Children and Adolescents. I am delighted to see so many delegates from countries across East 
Asia and the Pacific gathered here today to share, review, identify and propose concrete next steps 
as goals or targets that will better protect our children from sexual exploitation in all its’ forms. These 
proposed targets and indicators will be presented in the World Congress III, which will be hosted by the 
Government of Brazil, on 25 – 28 November this year in Rio de Janeiro. I strongly believe that regional 
consultations such as this one are essential to ensuring relevant stakeholders at all levels around the 
world have input to and feel ownership for the Congress and its outcomes. The collaboration of so many 
agencies within the region to organise this meeting is testament to the commitment within East Asia and 
the Pacific to mobilise regional partnerships to combat these crimes. 

The East Asia and the Pacific region is large and diverse. The region is home to the most populous 
country in the world – China, as well as to some of the least populated countries located in the Pacific 
Ocean such as Tuvalu, Nauru and Palau. The region hosts highly developed and wealthy nations as well 
as nations that are struggling economically or are affected by armed conflict and political instability. 
Australia, Japan and New Zealand ranked high on the UN’s Human Development Index while Timor-
Leste, Papua New Guinea, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and the Solomon Islands fall into the bottom 50. 
The Greater Mekong Sub-Region (GMS), which includes Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand 
and Vietnam, is considered to be a hotspot for human trafficking. Despite this diversity, evidence showed 
that every country in the region appears to be affected by the sexual exploitation of children.

Large numbers of children in the EAP region continue to be sexually exploited, despite the interventions 
and mechanisms to address the problems that have been put in place by key duty bearers. The family 
is the first setting to provide care and protection for children. However, poverty and socio-economic 
inequalities have made it difficult for many families to provide for their children. In the process of trying 
to find income, many children have fallen into unsafe migration and become victims of trafficking 
for sexual purposes or engage in sexual exploitative activities. Children born of illegal-migrant 
parents or who are from ethnic minorities often do not have proper documentation, which instantly 
renders them extremely vulnerable to exploitation and abuse by unscrupulous employers, recruiters and 
traffickers.

The UN report on Violence against Children (2006) indicates that children who experience 
domestic violence are at high risk of being sexually exploited. Children who run away from home 
and live on the streets in order to escape an abusive home environment have to fend for themselves for 
survival. They are also easily approached by ill-intended people who take advantage of their vulnerable 
situations and use them for exploitative purposes.

Significant infrastructure, facilities and employment opportunities have been created in many countries 
in the region to support the fast growth of the tourism industry and this contributes to a large 
proportion of the economies of these countries. However, disadvantaged children are often employed in 
low-skilled jobs in tourist-related businesses (such employment includes waiters/waitresses and 
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dancers in entertainment settings and restaurants, kitchen staff, or masseuses in massage parlors) and 
often, these children find themselves working long hours and without adequate supervision to ensure 
their safety and well being. Low wages, non-child friendly working environments and pressures for 
survival can put these young people at high risk of being exploited directly by child sex tourists 
or being lured by procurers into prostitution.

Networks and sharing of information of child sex tourism has been facilitated over recent years through 
the abusive use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). The Internet has 
enabled child sex tourists to make direct contact with other perpetrators to exchange information on 
child sex tourism locations as well as to make arrangements to have sexual contact with children even 
before they have left their home countries. Grooming processes adopted over the Internet 
by child sex abusers often lead children into being lured or forced into sexual exploitative activities. 
It was also observed that in tourist destinations such as Cambodia, the Philippines, Thailand and 
Vietnam, child sex tourists often record or photograph child victims during abusive 
acts. Pornographic materials and violent imagery are widely available and accessible for 
underage children over the Internet. A report by the Child Risk Assessment Unit at a hospital in Australia 
showed that “regular viewing of such materials among boys and young men leads to increased tolerance 
for and participation in sexual aggression” which may have explained why the Unit’s cases of children 
who sexually harmed other children went from three cases per year in the 1990s to approximately 
seventy cases per year in 2003. 

A further concern relates to certain traditional practices that may once have been instrumental 
in protecting children, and are now being distorted in ways that facilitate the commercial 
sexual exploitation of children. For example, the practices of informal adoption and child marriage which 
have long been a norm especially in several Pacific island countries. In order to enable disadvantaged 
children to have an education and improved living conditions, boys and girls were informally adopted 
and taken away by foreigners, who would also periodically send some money back to assist their families. 
However, this practice has been distorted and used to facilitate a process to engage children into sexual 
exploitative activities. Similarly, the practice of “bride price” in many countries in the Pacific islands, 
such as in the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu (which was “historically central to 
building strong and binding relationships between families and ensuring the well-being of the bride”) 
has been distorted to justify the use of girls as a commodity in exchange for money through arranged 
marriages, usually short-term and eventually resulting in the husband abandoning his wife possibly to 
acquire a new girl through the same practice.

Another concern was the prostitution of boys. Due to stigma against homosexuality, prostitution 
of boys is still to date very much under-reported in the region. However, several studies in Cambodia, 
Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, the Solomon Islands, Thailand, East Timor, Vietnam and certain Pacific island 
countries have confirmed its existence. 

Peer influence and social pressure related to consumerism have also become a major 
factor driving children into commercial sex in certain countries across the region. Many underage 
children engaged in “compensated dating” (or “enjo kosai” as it is called in Japan), not out of necessity 
but to earn pocket money to purchase brand name clothes, bags, shoes, mobile phones, etc. which help 
boost their sense of worth.

Fortunately, many countries in the region had adopted the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for 
Action, although a number have yet to develop and implement specific National Plans of Action 
(NPA) against commercial sexual exploitation of children.  Only three countries in 
the region have adopted a specific NPA against CSEC although more countries have an NPA on 
trafficking in place. However, these NPAs do not feature tailored measures to specifically tackle the 
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trafficking in children for sexual purposes and the implementation of NPAs is often hampered by the 
lack of clarity over coordination, timeframe, monitoring roles and resource allocation.

Cooperation between Governments, such as, the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial 
Initiative against Trafficking (COMMIT) has brought together Cambodia, China, Laos PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam to sign an MOU for Cooperation against Trafficking in Persons in 
the GMS region, including trafficking in children for sexual purposes. Cooperation with the tourism 
sector within this MOU is also envisaged as a key strategy to address the demand for sex with children 
in tourism, which fosters trafficking. However, more concrete follow up efforts are yet to be seen in 
implementing the plan of action related to this initiative. Another important initiative is the ASEAN 
Regional Education Campaign to Combat Child Sex Tourism, supported by the Government 
of Australia through Child Wise (the ECPAT group in Australia), to facilitate the collaboration of ASEAN 
Governments in combating child sex tourism. The campaign mobilises travelers and locals to report 
child sex tourism on dedicated hotlines, to deter child sex offenders and to create a culture of intolerance 
towards the sexual exploitation of children.

Cooperation on investigations and prosecutions of child sex abusers and those 
involved in trafficking is developing not only among law enforcement agencies but also between 
local law enforcement and non-governmental organisations both internally within countries and across 
borders in the region.

Cooperation with the private sector has also been developed especially in the tourism industry 
through the adoption of the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation in Travel and Tourism. The Code is a global tool that was initiated by Scandinavian tour 
operators, ECPAT Sweden and the World Tourism Organization in 1989. Currently, over six hundred 
tourism-related companies around the world are Code signatories, including some countries in East Asia 
– although virtually no tourism-related companies operational in the Pacific Islands have yet adopted the 
Code. To date, very little engagement from private stakeholders exists to prevent sexual exploitation of 
children through ICTs. One example includes a corporation named EOL in the Philippines that franchises 
Internet cafes, that has recently signed an MOU to protect children from child pornography with ECPAT 
Philippines.

As for preventative interventions against commercial exploitation of children, compulsory and 
free education remains an effective mechanism to protect children from CSEC. However, some families 
still cannot afford the related costs to education of their children which results in low school attendance 
and drop out at the end. Awareness-raising activities, especially on child trafficking including trafficking 
for sexual purposes, have been widely implemented in many countries in the region both at local, 
national as well as at regional level. Participation of children is evident in a number of activities 
such as mobile theaters, community radio programmes, and peer-to-peer education across the region. 
Community surveillance schemes have also been established in communities and schools, where 
children are also trained to identify the indicators of sexual abuse and exploitation so that they are able 
to inform the community surveillance committee of concerns.

As for legal instruments and protection frameworks, the UNCRC’s Optional Protocol on the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography has been signed, ratified or acceded to by 
Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, China, Japan, Laos, Mongolia, the Philippines, South Korea, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste, Vanuatu and Vietnam. The Protocol has been signed but not yet ratified or acceded to by 
Fiji, Indonesia, the Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru and New Zealand. 

National legal mechanisms have been put in place to protect children and a number of countries 
have enacted related national laws to protect children from prostitution. However, a review 
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of these laws is necessary to ensure clear definition of child prostitution and to ensure the protection of 
boys. Many countries in the region have enacted specific trafficking laws, such as, Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, South Korea and Thailand while high numbers of 
countries have related laws that prohibit some form of trafficking in children. However, some gaps in 
laws related to trafficking of children include where the child victim’s “consent” impedes prosecution of 
the traffickers and where internal trafficking is not clearly prohibited. Child pornography is another 
area that needs specific laws to protect children from sexual exploitation through ICTs, which is still 
lacking in many countries in the region. Clear definitions of child pornography, the prohibition of mere 
possession of child pornography, and the protection of children from being groomed for commercial 
sexual exploitation over the Internet, are all the areas that still exist as weaknesses of laws 
to protect children. Some countries in the region however have some of the most comprehensive child 
pornography laws in the world, such as New Zealand. Federal law in Australia also prohibits the use 
of a carriage service, including the Internet, mobile phones, telephones, faxes, radio and television to 
procure a child under the age of 16.

Recovery and reintegration that specifically addresses the needs of child victims of CSEC is urgently 
needed in many countries in the region. A better understanding of CSEC, including the impact it has on 
victims, and care and rehabilitation for boy victims are still very much lacking. One Stop Crisis Centres/
Medical Recovery Centres that follow a multi-disciplinary approach and take into account the need 
to minimise trauma have been implemented in only a few countries, such as Indonesia and Thailand. 
The centres provided medical treatment, including comprehensive forensic medical examinations, and 
psychological assistance for women and child victims of commercial sexual exploitation. The centres 
also worked closely with agencies such as police, NGOs and social workers etc. However, such One 
Stop Crisis Centres/Medical Recovery Centres are still very rare and thus do not cater for all the children 
in need. Furthermore, the long process of prosecution which required victims to stay on in shelters, (e.g. 
in trafficking cases) deters victims from benefiting from timely reintegration services. Hotlines/Helplines 
are now operating in many countries in the region but are rarely designed as a reporting channel for 
child victims of commercial sexual exploitation and even sexual abuse.

Many key recommendations to address the gaps in addressing commercial sexual exploitation of 
children in East Asia and Pacific region have been mentioned above. Clearly there is a need to have 
an NPA specifically designed to address CSEC in place in every country in the region. If CSEC is an 
important component of an overall plan or child protection, then it should ensure that specific activities 
and measures for CSEC are specifically designed, implemented and monitored.  Legislation related to 
CSEC must comply with the standards of the Optional Protocol to the UNCRC on the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and Children and punishment of child sex offenders must be made more 
severe in several countries. Monitoring systems to watch the movements of child sex offenders are also 
needed.

Child victims of sexual exploitation must never be treated as criminals and witness and victim protection 
programmes need to be in place and/or strengthened to increase prosecutions and convictions. 
Information should also be solicited from children to improve the quality of services we provide for them. 
An ombudsman for children should be in place in every country in the region as a focal point to ensure 
the adequate implementation to protect the rights of children.

More training and sensitisation of relevant professionals, support services, rehabilitation and reintegration 
services tailored to the needs of victims of CSEC are urgently required. Non-formal education and 
vocational training for child victims must be well planned and coordinated with relevant professionals, 
including from the private sector. Greater involvement and self-regulation of the relevant areas within 
the private sector is needed, especially the travel, tourism and ICT sectors.
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Excellencies, distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen and child delegates,

The World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents is an important 
opportunity to renew the global commitment of the many necessary actors in the fight against the 
sexual exploitation of children and to create international will and support for concrete action. This 
regional Preparatory Meeting can provide us with a unique opportunity to assess progress made 
so far by governments, UN agencies, NGOs, children and other partners and to look at emerging 
trends. We will then be able to adjust and refine our policies, programmes and practical tools to 
combat the sexual exploitation of children in East Asia and the Pacific region.

I look forward to the active participation of all delegates over the coming two days. Our goal 
in all instances is to strengthen ongoing work and to have a real impact on the protection of 
children against commercial sexual exploitation that extends far beyond this meeting and the 
World Congress itself.

Thank you. 
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Recommendations from the EAP Children and Young 
People’s Forum

14 – 16 August, 2008
Bangkok, Thailand

A. Child Sex Tourism (CST)

Prevention
Participation of communities, victims and people at-risk in national processes to combat CST through 1.	
regular meetings at national and provincial levels on causes of CST, intervention, reporting systems 
and enforcement of laws.
Monitoring of tourists by communities at national and community level, including at entry points,  2.	
and raising awareness of all incoming tourists on the issue of CST. 

Recovery and Reintegration 
Establishment/strengthening of existing reporting and protection systems to prevent as well as deal 1.	
with cases and punishment of offenders at local level.
Strengthening capacity of police to receive accurate information, investigate tourists’ backgrounds 2.	
and identify wider network of offenders.

B. Child Pornography

Prevention
Organisation of campaigns and trainings targeted at parents, children, teachers and Governments 1.	
aimed at raising awareness on the issue of child pornography on the Internet, videos, DVDs and 
real images of children or cartoons showing child pornography. 

Recovery and Reintegration
Establishment of Child-Friendly Systems where victims of pornography can report cases of abuse 1.	
without being afraid of Government authorities. It was noted here that although reporting structures 
already existed within some NGOs, there was not much reporting on child pornography.
Encouragement should be given to children who were victimised to ensure that they did not hide 2.	
their abuse or feel isolated. Those children should not be treated as criminals and should have 
access to counseling and recovery programmes as well as correction programmes on bringing 
about behavior change for young offenders.
Establishment of peer-to-peer programmes in order to raise awareness and prevent exploitation 3.	
related to child pornography in schools and communities.

Protection
Development and effective enforcement of laws by Governments which strictly punished offenders.1.	
Establishment of systems by Governments to control and manage different media (e.g. print, 2.	
electronic, Internet and mobile phones) that used and showed pornography including the regulation 
of cyber cafes. 
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C. Child Prostitution

Prevention
Governments to ensure that all children had access to compulsory and free education and that CSEC 1.	
was included in the school curriculum.
Understanding and respect for the fulfillment of children’s rights including the right to protection from 2.	
CSEC by Governments, parents, communities and children themselves.
Establishment of child protection networks in all communities ensuring safety of children.3.	

Recovery and Reintegration
Provision of vocational training programmes and reintegration programmes by Governments to 1.	
ensure that children received adequate care and recovery services that helped child victims and 
families.

Protection
Implementation of laws by policymakers that protected both boys and girls from child prostitution. It 1.	
was noted here that those laws must be enforced without corruption.
Development of an EAP unified law/policy on CSEC to be overseen by an identified agency to ensure 2.	
that policies were being implemented. Implementation and monitoring of regional and national laws 
to be undertaken by Governments at the local level.
Recognition and encouragement of child participation by Governments. Involvement of child 3.	
representatives in the formulation of legislation, reporting and monitoring of international treaties 
and laws, such as the UNCRC and the Optional Protocol to the UNCRC on the Sale of Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and participation in all meetings at different levels related 
to CSEC.

D. Child Trafficking

Prevention
Provision of vocational training and small microcredit programmes by Governments for at-risk 1.	
parents and children as a means of eliminating poverty.
Provision of free education (both formal and non-formal) by Governments for all children, particularly 2.	
poor children so as to support children in accessing information that would also increase their 
awareness of CSEC.

Reintegration 
Integration of programmes by Governments to include safe rehabilitation of children including 1.	
shelter homes that provided services which catered to both their physical and mental needs such 
as counseling, medical and vocational requirements. Reintegration to also include community 
awareness and acceptance.
Non-discrimination against children infected with HIV/AIDS and free treatment to be granted to 2.	
children living with HIV/AIDS. It was also noted that children should not be isolated in schools nor 
should they be separated from their parents.

Protection
Enforcement of laws by Governments to ensure the protection of both boys and girls against trafficking 1.	
for sexual purposes. Enforcement of laws to be accompanied by awareness-raising on legislation at 
different levels.
Promotion of child participation by Governments at different levels in policy/programmes, monitoring 2.	
and campaigns related to CSEC.
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Synthesis         

SYNTHESIS

Ms. Anupama Rao Singh 
Regional Director, 
UNICEF EAPRO

I have been charged with the responsibility of placing before all of you a synthesis of what has transpired 
over the last two days and how it would contribute to the World Congress III in Brazil in November. 
I hope it will serve as an inspirational framework for all of us to continue action both at the regional 
and country level when we all return to our respective jobs. But before I do that, on behalf of UNICEF, 
I would like to thank you all for your active engagement, passionate commitment and substantive 
contributions over the last two days. This includes the members who participated in the youth forum as 
well as who were able to carry forward the recommendations from that forum to this group. I would 
also like to acknowledge the hard work of the Inter-agency Group in their preparations months in 
advance so that we would be able to capitalise on all of you. For those of us who have spent many 
years trying to organise such meetings which bring together government, UN agencies, NGOs and 
children, I am sure that you would agree that it is not quite an easy task. We need to do that in order 
to maximise partnerships, commitment, to listen to multiple perspectives and be able to create a sense 
of unity of purpose to help us move forward. But the fact that we are able to do that effectively in this I 
think is a testimony to the individuals who have been part of the IAG and therefore participated in the 
organisation of this meeting as well as to all of the partners and delegates here today.

Let me start very briefly by putting this meeting into context. The First World Congress, held in Stockholm 
led to the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda for Action against CSEC and provides both the impetus 
and framework for everything that has been done subsequently in this part of the world. This was 
followed up by an EAP Regional Consultation for the Second World Congress against CSEC that was 
held in 2001 in Bangkok where we had a Regional Commitment and Action Plan against CSEC that 
was developed and accepted. We subsequently had the Second World Congress in 2001 and we 
had a mid-term review of the Regional Commitment and Action Plan against CSEC again in Bangkok, 
Thailand three years later. This is where we are – this is the background. The discussions over the past 
two days, including the final version of the goals/targets and indicators then become our inputs to the 
World Congress III. 

Why did we organise this meeting? First of all, we wanted to update ourselves on new challenges 
and dimensions of SEC and in the context of the new challenges and the progress made, discuss and 
agree amongst ourselves on how we could be responsive to these new challenges and to the gaps in 
implementation compared to the past. Secondly, we wanted to know what is working and the approaches 
that are being used and hopefully learn from it in terms of good practices that could be recommended 
and adopted for wider dissemination. We were looking for cross-fertilization across experiences, across 
strategies and across programmes. We also wanted to use this as an opportunity to see whether there 
are any new and emerging channels that would help us to work at the regional level as well as across 
selected countries on some of these issues. We wanted to use this as a way of catalysing commitment 
and understanding, and also to be able to see whether we could agree on some goals and targets that 
we may take to Brazil as an input into the global consultations that will take place. 
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With reference to the proposed cross-cutting targets/goals and indicators, nothing is cast in stone, 
nothing is a legal binding commitment because we have other forums for that. However, what is binding 
amongst ourselves is that we are all committed to the best interests of children and it is from that that we 
identify what we would all want to take across and advocate for at the World Congress III and also upon 
returning to our respective countries – what would we do in terms of advocacy and action. 

We spent yesterday morning listening to the children themselves and how they presented what they 
considered to be the reality and their recommendations from the youth forum. We listened to a series of 
experts who were able to give us a regional overview as well as delve in a little more detail into some 
of the priority themes that we had agreed to and that essentially set the context for your own very rich 
work in the concurrent thematic workshops yesterday afternoon. 

Outcomes from those workshops were further discussed amongst yourselves this morning as well as 
feeding those outcomes and discussions to the drafting committee. This afternoon we have continued 
listening to the work of the drafting committee and here again let me just say how much I appreciate the 
patience and the work of the drafting committee itself. 

Based on all this very rich work, I can try and synthesise some of the key issues and recommendations 
that have arisen. 

First and foremost what has emerged from this is the need to document the progress in terms of commitment 
and action that has happened over the last ten years but in so doing, to highlight the areas in which 
as a group interested in the best interests of the child we need to pursue commitment and action. For 
instance, in the EAP region, 22 countries have adopted the Agenda for Action which is something we 
can be proud of but clearly 22 does not represent all the countries in the region, so there are others 
where we have to continue to work and help countries understand the issues to move forward. 

The progress is less optimistic in terms of the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the UNCRC on the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. This is again an area where each of us has 
a different role to play.

Based on the emerging trends and some of the regional trends in the papers presented, there is realisation 
that sexual exploitation of children is a problem in all countries in the region. The question of difference is 
one in which ways they manifested themselves. So this is not a unique problem to a few countries and the 
fact that it is a problem whose scope and nature appear to be increasing particularly in terms of Internet-
based exploitation is not only a matter of concern for all of us but also a stimulus for further action. 

Perhaps what we should be exploring in follow up is to see how best to assist those countries where it 
is emerging as an issue by being responsive and moving forward. We have groups of countries where 
some action persists and there is momentum and assurance that momentum is maintained and that 
implementation, concern and action follows. However, there are groups of countries where it is a new 
and emerging problem and where we have to create the interest and the momentum to move forward.

Related to this point is the realisation that manifestations of sexual exploitation of children are evolving 
and our efforts must “catch up” with these new trends. Certainly we need to look at sexual exploitation 
of children through ICTs, and what is abusive photography and how it is being used and how we could 
gear ourselves to addressing such issues. 

Clearly there is a gender dimension to this where we see boy prostitution as a significant emerging 
problem and therefore we need to ensure that any of the response mechanisms that we have are 
adequately gender differentiated both in our understanding and assessment of the problem, and the 
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drivers of the problem. Subsequently, we have also understood that system building is essential and that 
we need a holistic approach in order to address sexual exploitation of children. The underlying causes 
of sexual exploitation are many, and are rooted in a variety of personal, familial, social, economic and 
cultural factors. But in order for us to be able to help and respond we must look at a holistic response 
dimension that includes the legal systems, social welfare systems, efforts at societal behaviour change 
and that all this is done with the full and necessary participation of children themselves. 

As a further manifestation of the gender dimension of the problem, we realise that while there are 
emerging issues vis a vis the protection of boys from commercial sexual exploitation, gender inequality 
is still a pervasive underlying cause of child sexual abuse and child sexual exploitation. Even though the 
number of boys who are being exploited is increasing, girls continue to be disproportionately affected 
as victims – that is the reality. Overwhelmingly men are the perpetrators whether it is of the abuse 
or exploitation of girls or boys. Dr. D’Cunha (UNIFEM) gave a very good presentation yesterday on 
what the underlying factors are of the structure of genderisation that we must be aware of as we move 
forward.

Another issue is the need for us to be more serious about prevention while simultaneously looking at 
protection and impact mitigation of affected children. This is not an easy task but what we need to do is 
hear some of the suggestions that have come about such as the importance of birth registration so that 
no child is invisible and has a legally accepted identity as a first step of cover and protection against all 
forms of abuse and exploitation. Related to this there have been suggestions about how to promote safe 
migration. We also realise the importance of family in the community and the importance of access to 
education, social and health services for all children as a means to fulfilling their rights to development 
and survival but also as a means of creating a protective environment from them for children.
 
At the same time, while we need to look at prevention and building a protective environment we must 
also be prepared to play our role in effective responses to children who have actually been exploited. 
In this the emerging consensus from this preparatory meeting appears to be that in so doing we must 
have child-sensitive policies and procedures in place, we need capacity building for front-line law 
enforcement and that recovery and reintegration of child victims of exploitation is a key area in which 
we really need close collaboration between care providers and law enforcement in providing a holistic 
approach.

I would like to go back to the point I made earlier about how vital children’s participation is. The general 
feeling seems to be that as a region we are greatly improving on this issue. However, when we return to 
our respective countries, we need to say, how is it that we can have meaningful participation of children 
at ALL levels of the process of planning and implementation right down to the community level. We 
are getting better at this as a group within this region because I have seen many opportunities where 
we have had excellent participation from young people. I know that some countries do have systems 
in place for consultation with young people and for their roles even for national, sub-national and 
community level organizations but I would say let us see to what extent we can actually adopt these 
kinds of good practices that are coming up as extensively as possible and look at ways in which we can 
tap into children and young people’s participation. 

We have made progress but we would like to see how we can actually move forward on this at all levels 
of the follow up process. We have also agreed over the last two days that continued and strengthened 
regional coordination and monitoring is necessary. Finally, we realise that this is only one manifestation 
of child protection and child protection is not just a social welfare issue. Child protection is everyone’s 
business there are multiple duty-bearers in the whole process and therefore it is necessary to obtain a 
sense of moral obligation on the part of all duty-bearers to help create the right environment for moving 
this forward.



94

Subsequently, there have been some discussions on the roles of media, NGOs, community based 
organisations, international agencies and governments all of which will get fleshed out in the meeting 
report. 

Where do we go from here? From what I gather, the IAG proposes to have a report both on this 
consultation as well as the youth forum ready for November so that these inputs will be carried forward 
to the World Congress III. We will then have the outcomes of the Congress and taking both the outcomes 
of the youth forum and this meeting and the outcomes of the World Congress III, we will be able to have 
the basis for follow up and monitoring of these outcomes both at the regional as well as the global level 
as we go back and work across countries, in the region or within our own countries. I can certainly 
speak for UNICEF and perhaps for all of our partner agencies, that just as we had a steering committee 
for the Regional Consultation on the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children that 
continued to work post the regional consultation to provide support on follow up, the IAG and the 
steering committee’s business is not done when we close the workshop today – their work just begins. 
Moreover, I know that there is a lot of interest from many of the countries and agencies present to be a 
part of that process.

As I said earlier it is a difficult task to try and summarise the richness of the discussions, debate and 
ideas presented but my sense is that this broadly tries to capture at least some of the salient issues of 
agreement and follow up that have emerged. I for one feel that it has been a good, necessary and 
productive two days and at least from my end and the part of UNICEF I wish to thank all of you for the 
outstanding contributions that you have made. I also want to assure you that whether it is the regional 
office or the UNICEF country offices this is not something that is going to drop off UNICEF’s radar 
screen. We are totally committed to continuing to work with you to follow up on work that you have 
already done.

Thank you.
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CLOSING STATEMENTS BY DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS

CLOSING STATEMENTS

Ms. Mitsuko Shino
Director of the Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs Division,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Young delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the government of Japan who hosted the Second World Congress I would like to congratulate 
you for a successful East Asia and Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for the coming World Congress 
III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. At the same time I would like to extend my 
deepest gratitude to the Government of Thailand, UNESCAP, UNICEF, ECPAT International, and the 
NGO group for CRC and others who have contributed actively for the success of this meeting. I would 
like to extend special thanks to the young delegates - your inputs were very valuable. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Seven years have passed since we adopted the Yokohama Global Commitment at the Second World 
Congress in 2001. The past two days we could confirm, welcome and celebrate through various reports 
and discussions the progress and continuing efforts to prevent and combat SEC within this region. 
We can also confirm that quite a number of global commitments in the Yokohama Commitment have 
been implemented. I am also happy to report the progress in Japan by highlighting a couple of pilot 
experiences that might show the diversity of this region. Japan as recently introduced a new Act on 
Improvement and Safe Internet Environment for youth and at the same time I would like to thank 
our colleagues at the Japan National Committee for UNICEF for their devoting act for STOP child 
pornography campaign. 

While we could report quite a number of successful reports of progress we must also regrettably 
acknowledge that sexual exploitation of children remains a serious problem. Moreover, we find ourselves 
facing new challenges through the advanced technologies and negative impact of globalisation. I would 
like to quote a phrase from the Yokohama Global Commitment here which stated “we recognise that 
much more needs to be done to protect children globally and express our concerns at the delays in the 
adoption of needed measures in various parts of the world”. This statement is still valid today. We are 
still behind in terms of time and development. 

If you imagine how many children have had to suffer both physically and psychologically even after 
the Yokohama Commitment, we all feel deeply sorry and frustrated that we could not protect them 
from being injured. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

We need to have a collective system and devotion to tackle this problem. Each and every actor, no 
matter if you are from government, international organizations, NGOs or young people, we should 
come together to think and to act and to take responsibility of our own. Having two days of intensive 
discussions especially thematic workshops we could start identifying various reasons and motives behind 
the exploitation of children. We are identifying selection of goals and indicators to recommend. This 
region can represent the very core of the problem and at the same time it represents the diversity of the 
world. We should use the World Congress III as an opportunity to send a strong message and to show 
our strong and serious will to tackle these challenges. 

We have three more months to go but I am confident that this preparatory meeting and the outcomes 
of the discussions will contribute as a good platform in terms of substance and working atmosphere to 
a successful World Congress III. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year happens to be the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and it is 
high time for us all to move a big step forward towards realising a world free from fear and want for 
every child. 

Thank you for your cooperation. I would now like to hand over from Japan to Brazil.

His Excellency Mr. Edgard Telles Ribeiro
Ambassador of Brazil, 
Embassy of Brazil, Bangkok, Thailand

I thank the Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Ms. Noelene Heyzer, for the invitation to speak to you today. 

The organisation of this regional preparatory meeting demonstrates the importance given by the 
governments and organisations represented here to the issue of sexual exploitation of children. 

Regional forums such as this make it possible to reach a much better understanding of the dimensions of 
the problem, and to come up with concrete proposals adapted to local realities. I am sure that the deep 
exchange of ideas you had will greatly benefit the World Congress III.

As host of the Congress in Rio de Janeiro, in November, the government of Brazil is taking all the 
necessary measures for the organisation of that important meeting, in conjunction with UNICEF, ECPAT 
and the NGO Global Network.

President Luiz Inacio Lula da silva of Brazil, at the very beginning of his first term in office five years 
ago, set the fight against sexual exploitation of children and adolescents as one of the priorities of his 
government. 

Brazil was among one of the first countries to sign the UNCRC in 1990 and the Optional Protocol 
to the UNCRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in 2000. Both legal 
instruments were duly ratified. 
More recently, the Brazilian government was fully represented at the Brazilian launching of the World 
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Congress III on 19 May 2008, declared the Brazilian Day of Fight against Children and Adolescent’s 
Sexual Abuse and Exploitation.

On a personal note, I dealt with these matters when I was posted to the Brazilian Mission to the United 
Nations in New York, years ago. There I was responsible for the issues of the Third Commission, which 
as you know included human rights. It is therefore with a great deal of personal emotion that I now 
revisit these themes.

I am not going to list Brazil’s efforts, difficulties and achievements in this area as they are probably 
familiar to many of you, who have engaged in this noble fight. Many of them are shown on the Global 
Monitoring Report on the Status of Action against CSEC (2006) published by ECPAT International.

The report on Brazil states clearly stated that “the coordination and cooperation in Brazil between the 
different sectors of society to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents has 
been exemplary”. 

But of course, as we all know, a lot still remains to be done. As the Chairperson of the UN Committee 
on the Rights of the Child, Ms. Yanghee Lee, told us yesterday in her opening statement - the time for 
action has arrived and it is up to us to make the difference. 

The cooperation between governments and NGOs is essential to the success of all efforts in this area. 
And it is very encouraging to see that it is happening here today, and surely will happen intensely 
during the World Congress III. Brazil firmly believes in this partnership, as it was the first country to 
stimulate full cooperation with NGOs within the framework of a major UN-sponsored Conference, 
when we organised the UNCED Earth Conference in Rio de Janeiro back in 1992.

It is also moving to see that the children and youth themselves are being invited to participate in these 
efforts. I am aware that around 300 adolescents are expected to participate in the World Congress III. 
They will be most welcome. After all, it is with them in mind that we will be working.

The challenges associated to these themes are no doubt immense, but we should deal with them the best 
way we can, as we owe this legacy to future generations. May their burden be lighter that ours.

I would like to end these remarks by congratulating you all on your efforts. I wish you are very fruitful 
meeting in Brazil, and a pleasant stay in Rio.

Thank you.








